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DEVOTED TO REVIVALS, DOCTRINAL DISCUSSIO 


ers 


| BY AN ASSOCIATION OF . 
— eet wrath of God, until He 
| Pleaspre to SG 





of the above ‘name is to be 
is city, by an Association of 
ign, as intimeted in the title, is, 
. of Religion, and to 
essential doctrines. of the Bible 
those who afte denominated 
0 ble efforts will be spared in 
ing it an interesting medium of Religious In- 
telligence—worthy of the of all who love 
Zion, and whose heart's desire and prayer to Gop is, 
aie ; 
reo nee So ac discussion of such sub- 
jects an relate to Rovivals of Religion; particularly 
‘as respects their mature—their influence on the 
Church, and on the world—the means of promoting 
them—the various difficulties either preventing, em- 
barrassing, or effectually terminating them—the po- 
en ee excite- 
ments, &c: &c. hs of 
With regard to doctrinal character, this paper 
stands pledged for decision both in defining and de- 
fending those truths which are of vital importance, 
in order to the safety and enlargement of the Church. 
Such controversial discussions as tend to elicit the 
truth, if clothed. in the | of kindness, and 
temperately conducted, will meet with a cordial re- 


<= , 
ides ing these two prominent features, 
the Evangelist 1s devoted to all such Religious 
Intelli as shall be furnished in the growing pros- 
perity of various institutions which this 
benevolence has brought into action. It will advocate 
fearlessly, the Bible, Tract, Missionary, Education, 
Temperance, Sabbath, and Sabbath School Institu- 
tions. ; 
For such a paper, there have been frequent and 
imperious demands, especi in those sections of 
the church which have been favoured with “‘ seasons 
of refreshing fromthe presence of the Lord.” Inan- 
swering these demands, the Evangelist contemplates 
a field of usefulness, interesting, and to a great de- 
gree unoccupied. ; . 
With these ohieets in view. the conductors of this 
paper, without inte to interfere with other Ke- 
figious Journals, most devoutly hope, that their efforts 
will be conducive to the enlargment of Christ’s King- 
dom ; and be greatly instrumental of ushering in that 
age ere_of Revivals, when ‘‘a nation shall be 
ina day.” ; : 
Clergymep and others will confer a special favour 
in contributing such original communications as com- 
port with the character of this paper. 
New York, March 1, 1830. 
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single Gebaoribors for $2 50 per annum, in advance. 
Any person who’ will procure eight subscriptions, and 
forward the money for the same, shall receive a ninth 


co tis. 

‘ Pe eaaies of ten or more, paying in advance, shall 

paper for $2 per annum,each. = 

en, who will forward four subscriptions, 
7 shall receive a fifth gratis. 
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€ ~* All Comtiunicdtions relating to the Evangelist 
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REVIVAL DEPARTMENT. 





We republish the following list of questions with 
the sncetietion that their discussion will be continued 
in our future numbers. 
C REVIVALS. 

1. What is a revival of religion? ; 

2. Are revivals to be regarded as miracles; or are they 
brought about by the instrumentality of second causes, and 
in:accordance with the known laws of the human mind? 

3. What are the direct and legitimate means of promoting 


revivals of religion ? 


4>-Why are not revivals more numerous ? < 
5. Why arc they comparatively of such short duration ? 
6, Why are they not more general 
7. Why are they not more 
8. Why are ek ye — 
; the subjects of reviv 
*aDy What are the peculiar difficulties preventing the salva- 
tion of the rich ? 
10. Why arenct children more frequently converted, espe- 
cially in our-sabbathr schools? : 
1l. Why are awakened sinners so frequently a long time 
under conviction ? : 
12. Are dangerous instructions often given to awakened 
sinners; and what are they? 
13. What are some of the prominent instructions proper 
to be given to awakened sinners ? 
14, Why do seasons of great spiritual declension so often 
immediately succeed revivals ? 
of revivals make a more ra- 


15. Why do not the —— 
id progress in the divine life; and why do they not gene- 
become more eilicient Christians, pensar | the pe- 


pid 
) culiar advantages under which they are converted 


~ 


oa 


16, Is it proper to denominate sinners, however much 
awakened, previous to their conversion, “sincere seekers 
after Christ ?” ; ; 

17. Do sinners really wax worse and worse until their 
conversion ? me 

18. What are some of the principal grounds of false 
hope, to which awakened sinners are ex ? Be 

9. Is it reasonable to conclude that revivals of religion 
may exist without calling forth the enmity of unsanctified 
‘hearts ? 


+ PRAYER. 

1. What is effectual prayer ? 

2. eee oar ee Sree 2S 2 eae uty bo be- 
lieve, ‘that he shall receive the particular thing for which he 


prays? 
3. Is it indi oo oan r of faith, that 


indispensable that the par- 
ticular blesssing asked for sho expressly promised? 

4. Is it the duty of Christians to pray in faith for the sal- 
vation of all men ? 

5. Do not revivals furnish instances of immediate an- 
swers to prayer, offered in the belief that the particular 
thing asked for will be granted ? 

6. How shall we account for the fact, that, of the many 
prayers daily offered, so few are answered ? 


REGENERATION. 


1. Are men active or passive in regeneration ? 
>. i 5. a duty of the impenitent to be immediately re- 
era 

S be are.some of the distinguishing marks of rege- 
neration 

4. Is regenerction a gradual or a sudden change? 

5. Is regeneration ay an necessary in order to 
the right performance of any duty 


For the Evangelist. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF EXPERIENCED MEN IN 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION.—No. VI. 


4:5. 
D To the inquiry, “What MUST I DO to bet 


¥ 


“saved ?” many reply, in anti-apostolic language, 
“YOU CAN DO NOTHING.” ies 
Confiding in this instruction, the sinner feels 
himself at once relieved from that pressure of 
moral obligation which has been accumulated 
through the agency of the Holy Ghost; and, 
drawing the fair inference. that his only alterna. 


tive consists in waiting patiently God’s time, he. 


resolves to submit pas ively and with as much 
composure as possible, to the hazardous experi- 
ment of remaining the enemy and exposed to the 


*Tescape impending ruin, 


of 


? 
pp a 
of society more gene- | 


GENTLEMEN. 


the.eontrary, by giving him ability to 
Just so far as this inatructer has the confidence 
; ce overtieanxious imquirer, so far 
will the instruction be Jikely to obtain ; and just 
so far-as it obtains, it will have a tendency to] 
render ‘this passively impenitent, conscientious, 
well disposed sinner’s waiting time tolerable. In- 
deed, in some instances, the natural effect of this 
instruction has been so perfect, that the anxious 
sinner has rested apparently well satisfied, that 
if he could do nothing, there was nothing for him 
to do; and let me ask every thinking reader, who 
that could do nothing could do more wisely? Per- 
haps one reason why those who have been con- 
versant with revivals of religion have fixed an 
eye of suspicion on this injudicious remark is, 
that it has been so universally found on the lips 
of anxious sinners, when urged to immediate sub- 
mission. This, however, some might say is the 
effect of prejudice ; for it is known, that 
where revivals have been prevalent, the preju- 
dices of instructers are very strong against 
every thing the anxious sinner does, or says, or 
even thinks, until he repents, or comes to Christ ; 
conceiving that “ whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 
The evil, however, resulting from the erro- 
neous remark before us, is by no means confined 
to anxious sinners or revivals. I know of no 
sentiment more commonly entertained by the 
careless, than that they can do nothing. Such 
ministers as have been in the habit of urging sin- 
ners personally to take up the subject of religion 
immediately, have found by experiment, that for 
their neglect no excuse is more universally given 
than this, to use their own words, “ I really wish 
to be religious, but I can do nothing. Here too, I 
can conceive, originated the notion of using or 
being found in the use of means, as a probable 
and promising step towards salvation. Says the 
thoughtless sinner, “J really wish to be religious, 
but I can do nothing.” The minister, if he be an 
Jwabilitarian, ic here met on his uwn grouikl, 
with an excuse of his own coin; and, to avoid 
manifest inconsistency, he is obliged to say (for 
he must say somethins) “true, you can do no. 
thing, but you must persevere in the use of 
means.” Indeed, I do not see how he could 
consistently urge the subject any farther; nor 
could he well do less than tell him to be found in 
the use of means, or more properly, to be found 
in the way of means; for I suppose it would be 
as impossible for the sinner to use the means for 
becoming religious, as it would be to be religious 
indeed. 
It does not, however, fall within the design of 
this essay, to enter into the merits of the nume. 
rous speculations which have been made on the 
nature of this inability. The only question of 
importance in relation to the subject is this, what 
is the design and what, the tendency of such an 
instruction? If, in reply to the inquiries of anx-| 
ious sinners, the object of instructing them that 


‘there is an inubility or an entire dependency to be 


taken into the account, while working out their 
own salvation, is merely to remind them that, 
while engaged in the great work of making “a 
new heart,” and of “turning themselves from all 
their transgressions,” they are dependent upon 
God for life, that in him they live, and move, and 
have their being, there is certainly no room for 
controversy ; for such an instruction, however 
unnecessary at such a time, would be truth. 

Again, if by this inability is intended only our 
entire dependency upon, or indebtedness to sove- 
reign grace, for the provisions and conditions of 
salvation, there is likewise no room for contro- 
versy ; for this is a truth of the first importance to 
every sinner. 

Again, if by this inability is intended the inca- 
pacity to which the sinner is subject for loving 
God, with an impenitent heart, or for performing 
any acceptable service, with an unrenewed heart, 
I can most heartily subscribe to it; for it would 
be absurd to pretend that any sinner has ability, 
either estat or moral, to exercise godly peni- 
tence with an impenitent heart, to “ make a new 
heart” with the old one. But if it is the design, 
as it is doubtless the tendency, of such an instruc- 
tion, to recognise the same incapacity or as 
great an incapacity on the part of the sinner to 
obey God in exercising repentance and in making 
a new heart, as would exist in the way of his 
overturning a mountain or making a world, I 
should consider the instruction as objectionable 
and dangerous in the extreme. If the sinner 
believed this to be the fact, just so long as he 
practically confided in this belief, he could not 
possibly be saved without reversing the laws of 
grace. All who have been acquainted with facis 
as they exist in revivals of religion, know very 
well that there is no one sentiment entertained by 
impenitent sinners which exerts a more danger- 
ous influence, or which makes a more power- 
fu] resistance to the means of grace, than that 
of this supposed inability. ‘Those who have had 
the opportunity of making remarks on those 
stronger features of human depravity which are 
brought into exercise in revivals of religion, have 
never been able to discover, in fact, any such 
incapacity or inability as is allowed to havea 
place in the theories of some. Not only the ob- 
servation of those who have watched repeatedly 
the movements of the human heart when aroused 
by the influences of the Holy Ghost, but the per- 
sonal experience of thousands, prove (I think 
satisfactorily) that there is no obstacle in the way 
of the sinner’s repentance or salvation, which has 
any claim, in the ordinary use of language, to be 
denominated inability. If the term is kept in use, 
it will necessarily be always attended with one of 
two inconveniences: either to countenance, in 
the minds of impenitent sinners, some very 
untrue and dangerous inferences ; or there must 
be attached to it a very cumbersome and far- 
fetched explanation, which, after all, would be as 
obscure as unnatural. But if, for the sake oi 
gratifying the predilection of some, this term 
must hold a place in the Christian vocabulary, 
it ought distinctly to be defined, to be the same 
inability under which a stubborn child labours, 
when he refuges to obey the reasonable com- 
mands of a pareft. When the command is en- 
forced by the infliction of penalty, the child, per- 





sisting in disobedience, makes a great outcry, 
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and..qjgpidies,-imterms whitbe ate ict doubtful, 
that the only obstacle in the way of his obedience 
is disinclination; and I think there has never 
been found any obstacle, whether jt be called 
inability, or decree, or will, but that might be 
overcome by the rod or some other wholesome 
means. I believe that in such cases of disobe- 
dience, metaphysicians have never beén able to 
discover any thing in the way of the performance 
of duty, but that of pure will, in no sense tinctured 
with inability. The same is undoubtedly true in 
relation to the sinner. Whenever the sinner has 
been willing to repent, and believe on\the Lord 
Jesus Christ, no other difficulties have been found 
preventing. . 

But says one, if such is the fad why are the 
influences of the Holy Ghost so absolutely neces- 
sary, in bringing the sinner to repentance? I 
answer, The Holy Ghost does not strive with the 
sinner, to make him able to do, what he otherwise 
could not do; nor does the Hely Ghost strive 
with the-sinner, to make it his dufyto repent ;' for 
it eVer has been, and ever will be the daty of all 
rebels to repent; but it is necessary that it should 
strive with him for the same reason, that it is ne- 
cessary for the pareut to apply the rod, or some 
other instrument of penalty, to the subborn child, 


and what it is his duty todo. 1 thitk his view of 
the subject perfectly intelligible te almost any 
capacity. And here, let me askjevery candid 
reader, what would be thought of that person, 
who, while the parent was in the at of subduing 
the will of this rebellious child, shaild intérfere, 
by saying to the parent, and that touin hearing of 
the child, “sir, you are very unreasynable to urge 
your child to submit ; for you mustiecollect, that 
his will is so totally depraved, that h} has no abi- 
lity to submit?” You would doubtkss say, that 
the charge was, in the first place, fake, and in the 
second place, very dangerous ; fot such a remark 
in the hearing of this child, would have a tendency 


to render him more_stout-bearted, and conse- 
queutty, wouta create a TeCCSSILY for-aiti~anogce 


of punishment, in order to his submission. I be- 
lieve no judicious parent ever acknowledged any 
such inability, in enforcing the demant!s of good 
government. ‘* T'hat the child canaot submit,” is 
a term so grossly absurd, that I am confident it 
has never been brought into general use. Hence, 
I object to the use of this term, “ canNor,”’ in re- 
lation to the sinner’s exercising repentance to- 
ward God, and that for the same reasons. 

But these are not all the reasons, why I am un. 
willing to acknowledge any such inability. I ob- 
ject to it, because I think it brings a dangerous 
implication against the character of God. “God 
commandeth all men every where torepent,” and 
he enforces the command by a fearful threat- 
ening. “Except ye repent, ye shall perish.” 
Now, if the sinner does not repent, and cannot 
repent, then God is that unjust being, who com. 
Mands the sinner to do What he cannot do, and 
damns him eternally for not doing it. ‘To insist 
upon an absurdity, so palpable in the eye of com- 
mon sense, is taxing credulity beyond measure. 
This injudicious saying, together with much 
wood, hay and stubble, must be brushed away, 
ere the spirit of revivals can pervade our churches 
generally. Doubtless, the better way of bringing 
into disuse, gli the injudicious instructions which 
are so current, is to exert our influence in pro- 
moting the revival cause; for it is worthy of re- 
mark, that the disuse of these erroneous sayings 
keeps almost equal pace with the progress of re- 
vivals. I shall conclude by giving a short extract 
from the writings of that eminently pious divine, 
the Rev. Andrew Fuller, which will show in what 
light he regarded this supposed inability in sin- 
ners to repent and believe the gospel. 

‘So long as you admit the-ebstruction to be- 
lieving in Christ to consist in something distinct 
from disaffection to the gospel way of salvation, 
it will be next to impossible for you to exhort a 
sinner to it, in the language of the New Testa- 
ment. For how can you exhora man to that 
which you think he desires with jl his heart to 
comply with, but cannor? You\must feel that 
such exhortations would be tantlizing.and in- 
sulting him. You may, indeed, onceive of him 
as ignorant, and as such, labour tq instruct him ; 
but your feelings will not suffer yoj to exhort him 
to any thing in which he isinvolugary. Hence, 
you will content yourselves with drecting him to 
wait at the pool of ordinances, an| it may be to 

ray for grace to enable him to epent and be- 
ieve, encouraging him to hope far a happy issue 
in God’s due time. But this is aot pointing the 
sinner directly to Christ. On the contrary, it is 
furnishing him with a resting-plae short of Christ, 
and giving him to imagiue that cuties performed 
while in unbelief, are pleasing toGiod.” A. R. 


HOW TO HAVE A CONSTANT REVIVAL. 
We recommend to the perusil of our readers the 
following extract from a valuable article published in 
the Mirror and Observer. 


“To have an extensive, a corstant revival of reli- 
gion among any people it is necessary not only that 
the minister should desire it aud labour for it, and 
pray for it, but the whole church should unite with 
him. They should support his hands as Aaron and 
Hur stayed the hands of Moses. Every individual 
tember of the church should feel that his duty to be 
devoted, entirely devoted to the cause of God, was as 
imposing as that of the minister of the word. True 
he may not be able to have so extensive a field for his 
labours ; but as far as his sphere of influence extends, 
he is bound to be as active asthe minister. Let every 
professing Christian feel this—feel that it depends 
upon his exertions and his prayers, whether the spirit of 
God is poured out upon those around him, and you 
make every such one feel a responsibility to be engaged 
in the cause of Christ. Andis it notso? Has not 
every place in which the minister and the church 
have been faithful and alive to their duty, in which 
the minister and church have united to desire and 
pray for a revival, been blessed with the day spring 
from on high? And is not every revival preceded 
by the awakening of the Church to vigorous effort ? 
Let then every Christian while he justly demands that 
his pastor should be engaged heart and soul to pro- 
duce a revival, remember that he is not to be a pass- 
ive spectator. Be he everso humble he stil] has some- 
thing to do. Is he unable from sickness or any other 
cause to leave his house, still he can lift up his pray- 
ers for this object. And if he makes them in sinceri- 
ty and truth, they will come up with as much ac- 





ceptance before God from his sick’bed, as if he were 
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viz. to make him willing to do whit he can do, | 


inthe sanctuary. Here is a method by which all, old 
and young, rich and poor, learned and ufilearned may 
unite to bring about a revival of religion. . The 
throne of grace is accessible to them all, and He 
who sitteth between the Cherubim will hear them 
all. The simple prayer of the child, if presented in 
faith, will avail as much with him as the more elegant 
speech of the learned and wise. Here then come all 
e who love Zion—come and pray for the peace of 
parte If every individual in any church would 
feel his -responsibility to be engaged in the cause of 
Christ—if every one would put forth all his strength 
to produce a revival—if every one would pray ear- 
nestly and unceasingly—then the blessing of God 
would follow these efforts. As sure as there is truth 
in God’s word, his blessing would follow, and his 
grace would be meted out to that church in abundant 
measures. He would pour peace into the bosoms of 
the Christians themselves, and he would awaken sin- 
ners tocome to him, and these faithful servants would 
hear all around them the voice of anxious sinners 
seeking their way to Zion, “ with their faces thither- 
ward.” And should such a spirit of devotedness to 
the cause of their Redeemer, of faithful labour—of 
unceasing. prayer.pervade every member of the 
church of Christ on earth—then would God’s gra- 
cious promises be verified—then would a little one in 
the church become a thousand, a small one a great 
nation. ‘hen would the borders of Zion be enlarged 
and Jerusalem become the glory of the whole earth. 


STRIKING COINCIDENCE. 

In the year 1825, while a studentin theology, I was 
called in the providence of God, to spend a few days 
in one of the Lake towns of Vermont, in visiting 
from house to house, and attending religious confer- 
ences, in the absence of the clergyman, it being a 
season of general religious awakenig. 

The last conference, which I there attended, or 
nearly the last, was in a remote part of the town, and 
not very distant from a certain village, which then 
contained abandoned characters. I was an entire 
stranger to all the men who attended the meeting, till 
afterwards, though it devolved on me to perform the 
whole of the leading exercises of the evening. The 
chapter which was read contained the parable of the 
supper provided, and the excuses offered for rejecting 
this general invitation. In remarking upon the excu- 


ngs ot the_narable, p series of modern excuses offer- 
ed for rejecting the blessed invitations or the Gospel, 


were mentioned, with the view of answering them 
one by one. When it was mentioned, that it was an 
excuse with some, that they could not “ change their 
own hearts ;” the meeting was suddenly interrupted 
by the angry voice of a man replying, “I wonder if 
you think a man can change his own heart?” To 
which I observed, that I hoped to be able to give a 
satisfactory answer, or explanation to that part of the 
subject, on coming to it in course; to which he re- 
plied again, with a volley of very abusive and insul- 
ting language. When he closed his observations, my 
thoughts were again collected, and the subject was 
pene | resumed, just where, it had been inter- 
rupted; without the least apparent notice being taken 
of the angry disturber, which was finished without 
further interruption, when he arose, and muttering 
left the room. The door being closed after him, and 
no others present to assist in the meeting, the subject 
of excuses was further pursued, and on its being men- 
tioned that many excused themselves, with the con- 
sideration, that there were ‘*so many false professors 
of religion, that others had better neglect the subject 
altogether, than take such a course ;”’ and on its being 
answered by comparing it with the impropriety of re- 
jecting and condemning all our genuine paper money, 
because some men were “ wicked enough to procure 
and attempt to pass counterfeit money,” another 
stranger abruptly left the room without uttering a 
word. Soon after, the meeting was closed in quict- 
ness, and I immediately left the house for my lodgings 
in the neighbourhood ; but was no sooner away, than 
I was told by my conductor, that those two men, who 
had left the room, were both of them apprehended 
but a few days before, and tried, for passing counter- 
feit money, one of whem was then under bonds, but 
the other acquitted for want of more positive evidence. 
The next morning, before leaving the neighbourhood, 
I learnt that they came from the village abovemen- 
tioned, with the determination to disturb and break up 
the meeting, and that after the meeting, they mani- 
fested extreme rage towards the speaker, and were on 
the point of following, for satisfaction in beating him, 
with the fullest confidence that he knew them, and 
meant to disgrace them publicly as counterfeiters, be- 
fore their faces; while the fact was, he had never 
before the circumstances mentioned, heard of 
them, in any shape, and has not heard from them 
since that time. H. J. 
Boston Ch. Herald. 


ILLUSTRATION OF DUTY. 
“ Do it—do it.’”—Cecil. 

A man in — , during a very powerful revival 
of religion, became deeply concerned for himself, 
and remained in this state for months. Every time 
he inquired what he must do, he was told to submit to 
God. He would immediately reply, “I would, if I 
knew hew.” There were few who saw him that were 
not convinced of his sincerity. They were satisfied 
that he waited only to know what to do. Many were 
coming into the liberty of the sons of God, which 
very much increased his unhappiness. At length, 
as he was about to commence his daily labour, he 
went into the barn yard to yoke his team ; and having 
put the yoke on the first 6x,-arew- out the vow;~amrd 
holding up the end of the yoke, commanded the other 
tocome under. The obedient ox, cheerfully chew- 
ing his cud, immediately commenced his march to do 
ashe was ordered. At this instant the man dropped 

oke and bow, and fell prostrate upon the ground. 
Those who saw him ran immediately to him, suppos- 
ing him dead. But their fears soon fled, upon hear- 
ine him exclaim, ‘Let me alone! let me alone! for 
God has had mercy on my soul!” Ina few moments 
he rose, filled with joy, and began to tell those who 
had gathered around him, that he now knew what to 
do to submit to God, and that he had learned this les- 
son, which so many had tried to teach him, “from 
that ox!” “It is,” said he, “ Do 1r—po rr!” He 
had long been convinced that he was willing to sub- 
mit to God, but had not once attempted to do it.— 


TOTAL HINDRANCE TO PRAYER. 


From Dr. Woods’ Sermon in the National Preacher. 
Text. If I regard iniquityin my heart, the Lord 
will not kear me.—Ps. uxvt. 18. 


Our doctrine is important in relation to Christians, 
and may assist themin accounting for the fact, that 
their prayers are so seldom heard and answered. 
The prayers, brethren, which we have offered to God, 
cannot 4s enumerated. We have often prayed that 
he would enlighten our minds; that he would make 
us holy, harmless, and undefiled, cause all the fruits 
of the Spirit to abound in us. We have prayed too 
for the growing holiness nd usefulness of Christians ; 
for the conversion of sinners; for the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit upon our churches, and our literary and 
religious institutions; and for the universal spread 
of the gospel. Such prayers for ourselves and for 





others we have offered up hundreds, and perhaps 
thousands of times: and have offered them up to 
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N, AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE GENERALLY. 
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that God who heareth prayer. And yet, where is 
the answer to our prayers? ‘ts that growth 
in knowledge and grace—that fruitfulness in good 
works—that Christian humility and love, and that 
lustre of holiness, for which we have prayed? Where 
is that abundant effusion of the Holy Spirit,—and 
that general conversion of sinners,—that success of 
Christ’s ministers, and that increase of his church, 
for which we have so frequently besought the Lord? 
Is not here something very strange !—God has pro- 
mised to hear prayer the prayers of Christians 
constantly ascend to him for spiritual blessings ;—and 
yet few of those blessings are bestowed! How shall 
we account for it, that, after we have been praying 
from day to day, and from year to year, that our 
minds might be “light in the Lord,” they are still so 
dark !—and that after we have been praying for per- 
fect conformity to Christ, we are still so unlike him? 
and that after we have presented so many supplica- 
tions for the blessings of Heaven upon others, so few 
of those blessings are granted ? Has God ceased to 
be gracious? Has he forgotten his promises? Is his 
ear heavy that he cannot hear? No, brethren; the 
reason is not to be found in God, but in ourselves. 
We are ‘chargeable with regarding iniquity im Our 
hearts; we are deficient in our obedience to the di- 
vine law. This is the reason, and the only reason, 
why God does not hear our prayers.—And, my bre- 
thren, is not this a sufficient reason? Can we sup- 
pose that God will be partiaé to us, because we are 
his children !—that ie will have such a fondness, as 
will lead him to indulge us in that which he forbids to 
others? The scriptures teach, that if there is any 
thing which excites the displeasure of God more than 
all things else, it is the sin which he sees in his own 
children. If we are his children, we have been sanc- 
tified, and made the temple of God through the Holy 
Ghost.. And how must it displease God, to see us 
defiling his temple! What an insufferable. offence 
must it be to his infinite goodness, that, after he has 
done so much to redeem us from iniquity and make 
us holy, we should ungratefully forget his goodness, 
and still cleave to that very iniquity, from which he 
has begun to deliver us!—If God looks with abhor- 
rence upon sin in the wicked world; he looks upon 
it with double abhorrence, when found in us, if we 
are indeed his children.. Unrenewed sinners do in- 
deed sin against conscience. But do not we sin 
against a clearer conscience? They sin against the 
light which shines around them. But we sin against 
light which shines within us. They violate stro 
obligations; but we stronger. They have merely 
heard the name of Christ, and been invited to par- 
take of his blessings. But we have seen his glory, 
and received of his fulness, and enjoyed fellowship 
with him in prayer, and at his table; and have had 
our names written in heaven. Now for us, in such 
circumstances, to regard iniquity in our hearts, is an 
evil of the highest aggravation. And God will feel 
and manifest the highest displeasure against it. And 
let me freely ask, my brethren, whether God has not 
already manifested his displeasure, in the dreadful 
fact that he has not heard our prayers? When we 
consider how many times we have made supplications 
to God for spiritual blessings, and then look on our- 
selyes and see how we are dying for want of them; 
do we not recognise the tokens of divine displeasure ? 
Could there be a more certain or more appalling’ 
proof of God’s anger against us, than his saying ;— 
“When ye multiply your prayers, I will not hear.” 
This tremendous evil is the consequence of our re- 
garding iniquity in our hearts. 
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For the Evangelist. 
CATLIN’S THEOLOGY. 

Mr. Eprror.—A friend has recently recalled 
to my notice “ A Compendium of the System of 
Divine Truth, &c. By Jacob Catlin, D. D. Pas. 
tor of achurch in New Marlborough, Mass.” 

It was the production of one of those clearheaded, 
discriminating New England divines, who graced 
the generation that has just passed off the stage, 
and of whom a few venerable remnants are yet lin- 
gering on the shores of time. It contains, within 
the compass of a moderate duodecimo volume, a 
most perspicuous and satisfactory exhibition of 
the general “system of doctrine” which has pre- 
vailed in New England for the last fifty years. 
It was primarily designed for the perusal of those 
who have not leisure to read voluminous systems 
of theology. But the Rev. Herman Daggett has 
appended to it a “System of Questions ;” and in 
this form it has been advantageously used as a 
text book. It has been pretty extensively used 


in Bible classes, and if [am not misinformed, has 


been introduced into several seminaries with ac. 
cepiance, 

Pastors who labour in the Sunday school and 
Bible class, of which there are now many, have 
often felt the want of something like this work. 
These pastors think the Bible itself the first and 
best of books, and would lay the foundation of re- 
ligious knowledge, in the elements, and first prins 
ciples of the Word of God. ‘They have no idea 
that it is best to cramp the thoughts of children 
into the mould of a system, before they can be 
trusted to examine God’s own book. Butafter.a 
Bible class has been a long time engaged in the 

plane acne 

familiar with its language and spirit, then it is 
beneficial to bring this previous knowledge into 
some systematic arrangement. The catechism 
is quite too much of a skeleton for this purpose. 
It can be committed to memory mechanically, but 
does not of itself give much instruction respecting 
doctrine. And besides, many ministers are un- 
willing to use a text book, which needs so much 
explaining away as this venerable document.. 
They do not believe, nor wish to assume the re- 
sponsibility of teaching, that we all sinned in 
Adam, and are guilty of his sin. 

In all points I do not exacily agree with the 
venerable writer of the ‘“ Compendium.” But 
his general views are scriptural, and I should re- 
joice if I might be instrumental in promoting the 
extensive adoption of so remarkable a book. It is 
a manual of evangelical doctrine. Novanenvs. 


For the Evangelist. 
Are men active or passive in regeneration ? 


In order to give the proper answer to this question, 
it is important that we understand what is meant by 
regeneration ; or, in other words, that we understand 
the nature of this change. ass 

1. By regeneration, Ido not suppose is intended 
any creation of natural faculties, or any increase of 
ability in those already possessed. 

2. By regeneration I do not suppose is intended any 
implantation of new principles or new affections ; for 
I. conclude it will readily be granted, that, while men 
remain in a natural state, they are not guilty for not 
exercising affections which they.do not possess.. — 

By regeneration, however, ts. meant the exercise 


” 





of a preference for, or the placing of the affections su- 
ps pipe gar ace fhe gery ae 
— intrinsically worthy of such preference or 
Men naturally hate God. To be regenerated is to 
love God according to his seal ahaalience, which far 
exceeds that of every other being or thing beside. 
Men naturally regard the law of God as hard and 
unaccommodating 


that it comes clothed with all the of * pore tys, “The Report of the Am. Tempe- |of Nashville; to Massachusetts, Dr.’ M’Dowell.and 
Pius v.” It is not surprising to us that the Roman | ?énce Societyoffered at the late anniversary in New | Mr.Beckwith ; to New Hampshire and Vermont, Dr. 
Catholic priest should somewhat reluctantly acknow- York, was vey interesting. A great many interest- | Dickie; to Maine, Rev. John M’Lane; to the Re- 


: : ing letters fron merchants and mechanics in the city, |formed Dutch Church, Dr. Alexander; and to the 
ledge the doctrines of their church, when brought | were read, allshewing that the sooner the traffic a German Reformed Church, Dr. Ely. 
out to day-light, and held up to public inspection. 


abandoned. better for society. On the whole 
é ‘ Monday, May 2Ath, P. M. 
We hope “ Mary” will influence her “friend, of the ties 


however the etercises were a as bayer spe as those Th P sisi thin Reaiiat of ch 
shee 9 ; of last year, wien Mr. Maxwell made such a powerful e committee te whom the Keport of the Assem- 
Catholic religion” to get her sins washed away by the , Pee *sBoard of Missions was referred, report in favour 
merits of Christ’s blood before she shall be numbered 


which they will send their charities to the destitute, 
which the Assembly authorized, by their vote of last 
ear? Another thing in ~— to this recommen- 
ation, if passed in its unqualified form, it will go into 
the hands of the nts of the Board, of ten yo 
men, ardent and indiscreet, who will press it beyon 
the intention of the Assembly. He hoped the amend- 
ment would be made. 
The amendment was adopted with but.one dissent- 
ing voice. 





# 


address. I madea quere, whether it was not, because 


bl 
they did not ask the blessing of God. There was no of its adoption and publication. 


greatl to infringe the happiness ol thes ome 

y a of those who 
make it their rule - To be regenerated is to 
approve of and love this law—to rejoice greatly that 
such « rule of duty has been promulged, and must and 


Men naturally regard the penalty of the law as ex- 
ceedingly severe and perhaps unreasonable. To be 
regenerated is to accept the punishment of our iniqui- 
ties—pronouncing the law which saith, “The soul 
that sinneth it shall die,” “ holy, just, and good.” 

Men naturally love this world and the things that 
are in it, su ly. To be regenerated, is to set 
the affections on things above, and not on things on 
the earth.” 

Men naturally will not venture beyond the reach of 
their senses, in the pursuit of their chief good. To 
be regenerated, is to trust the word of God—to be- 
os what God says, and approve of it, and rejoice 
in it. 

Men pron ser love their sins, and at the same time 
seek to conceal them—loving “darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil.” To be regene- 
rated is to hate sin, confess and forsake it: to re 
it in the same light in which God regards it—evil in 
its nature, and ruinous in its consequences. 

Men are naturally and extremely selfish; they are 
notoriously indifferent to the od, and to 


with the dead, when the absolutions of the priest’s 
will be unavailing. 


Monthly Tract Meeting.—We would remind the 
Directors of the New York Tract Society, that 
their monthly meeting is to be held on Monday evening 
next, at 144 Nassau street, when the usual reports of 
the Committee will be read. It is hoped that the at- 
tendance will be larger than usual. The title of the 
tract distributed for the present month, May, to every 
family in the city willing to receive them, is Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord, being No. 4, Oc- 
casional Tracts. The tract for June, is the African 
Servant by the Rev. Legh Richmond. In our next 
paper we hope to give some extracts from the May 
reports, showing the results of the distribution so 


gard | actively carried on by the little army of distributors 


in this city ; efforts which, under God’s blessing, ate 
carrying a portion of moral and religious truth to many 
thousands, and bringing into the church many pre- 


Presb 
I might glean among the ministers now collected, a 
few thi 
ted specially to “ Revivals.” 


er. ‘You might have supposed, from every thin 
tM Fisk's remarks, that it was an Infidel Piaape. 


rance Society. The great cause is gaining ground. 


‘FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. 
Philadelphia, May 24, 1830. 
Dean Brorntr—The General Assembly of the 
rian Church being in session here, I thought 


that would be interesting in a paper devo- 


The number of revivals in various parts of the 


country, is apparently increasing. I heard of one in 
a congregation, in New Jersey; I think it was at 
Flemington, or near there. About a year ago, the 
minister made a great effort to establish a Sabbath 
School, and found much reluctance on the part of 
those selected to engage in it as teachers. 
the school commenced, not one of the teachers were 

ious. 
of a case nearer New York, where a gentleman of 
high standing was induced to take the class of’a 
friend for a few'sabbaths, and at length had his own 
mind so deeply impressed with the reality of the 


When 


Now they have all become so. I also heard 


. Mr. Page, of Michigan, wished to know whether 
adopti e report, would be adopting the recom. 
mendations of the Board, and would imply a censure 
by the Assembly on those Presbyteries which did not 
comply with them. 

Mr. » of , said it was not the under- 
standing of the committee, that the resolution would 
bind the house. It contained nothing that would be 
obligatory on the churches. If it did, the committee 
have overlooked it. 

Mr. Wetmore, of Oneida, did not want any such 
recommendations to go down to the presbyteries. 
His bresbytery was already auxiliary to another insti- 
tution, and proceeding harmoniously. The region in 
which he lived was labouring in connexion with the 
A. H. M.S., and they do not want the Assembly’s 
Board to interfere with them. The recommenda- 
tions of the Assembly were deemed in some mea- 
sure obligatory. They would breed division among 
us. Send these recommendations among our church. 
es, and you will scatter fire-brands, arrows, and 
death. He therefore called for the reading of that 
part of the report, and then moved that the whole of 
it be stricken out. They never could adopt those 
recommendations in his region. It would split them 
all to pieces. 





education of the young, made a very able and interest 
ing report. They state that education in youth is the 
ordinary means of making men whatever they are. 
There is a necegsity for far higher efforts on this sub. 
ject. The deficient progress of the Gospel, both in 
its spread and in its power shows this. ‘ 
concluded with several resolutions, of the following 


Dr. Dickie, from the committee of the religioug 


The re 


purport :—that the religious education of the young 
ought to forma full half of the object of every minis- 
ter and every Christian—that it is highly important to 
establsh Sabhath schools wherever they are not, and 
to perfect them where they are, and to bring all the 
children into them if possible—directing the Board 
of Missions to require their missionaries to devote a 
large share of their attention to Sabbath schools—that 
an effort should be made to gather the whole rising 


generation under well approved instructers in the Sab- 
bath school—that ministers and church sessions be 


enjoined to make this a leading vhbject—that agents 


should be encouraged and assisted—that ministers: 
ought to devote a portion of nearly every Sabbath to: 
the school—and should preach often on the subject, 


iving notice before hand, and taking up a collection 
or Sabbath schools, either among themselves or else- 


the good of their fellow-men. “To be regenerated, is| cious souls. things he was teaching, that he could resist no longer, Mr. sof Pati 


to be desirous of — good of others, and 
above all, of promoting the glory of God. The 
above are some of those exercises, the commence- 
nrent of which constitute that new creation—that spi- 
ritual life, which, in the New Testament, is called re- 
ion. In such a transplanting of the affec- 
tions as is described above, how —_ the change! 

If these illustrations be indeed descriptive of the 
change under consideration, then how evident it is 
that men are active in it. Unless regeneration con- 
sists in something else besides loving and obeying 
God, it is self-evident that when men undergo this 
change, they act as entirely free and voluntary as it 
is possible for them to do on any subject, or under 
any circumstances. 

rhaps it will be objected, that the Bible repre- 
sents this change as being entirely the effect of free 
and sovereign grace. I answer, a much greater dis- 
play of sovereign grace is furnished in that act of 
a which makes the sinner, obstinate and self- 
willed, do his duty voluntarily, than could possibly be 
furnished in moving him as a mere machine—mould- 
ing him passively into a new creation. How won- 
derful that grace that can make a stout-hearted sin- 
‘ner bow, and, under the weight of numerous and ag- 
gravated sins, throw himself at the foot of the cross, 
submitting to the government of God. 

But perhaps it will be objected, that the Bible re- 
presents this change as the work of the Spirit. Men 
who are regenerated are said to be born of the Spirit. 
I answer, this change is doubtless a spiritual change, 
and that in a two-fold sense. Men are not only in 
this change introduced to a kind of spiritual exist- 
ence, but this is really effected through the agency of 
the Holy Ghost. he same may be said, too, of 
every progressive step of sanctification in after life ; 
this may be said, too, of every act of holy obedience, 
and of every duty performed. This objection, there- 
fore, has no force whatever. 

But in, it is often said, to urge sinners’ to 
change their own hearts, or to suppose that they can 
dg it, is to take the work out of God’s hands—it is 
presumptuous arrogance. I[ answer, then it is arro- 
gance, and it is taking the work out of God’s hands, 
to command, in the name of Jesus Christ, that sin- 
ners should repent and believe the gospel; for if 
they should obey, they would change their own 
hearts, and be found guilty of taking the work out of 
God’s hands. The same might be said of every act 
of obedience which God requires. But in every in- 
stance of holy obedience, we are influenced by the 
Spirit of God ; but in no such sense as to render us 
passive. It no more requires the agency of the Spi- 
rit to make the sinner begin to act right, than it does 
to make him continue to act right. And it is no more 
taking the work out of the hands of God to attempt 
to change our own hearts, than it is to attempt to 
do as God commands after our hearts are changed. 

Consistently with this view of the subject, we find 
on opening the Bible, that God does in fact command 
men to make to themselves a new heart, and to be 
holy as he is holy. But neither of these things will 
he done, unless sovereign aid is furnished; and yet, 
if it is ever done, the sinner will act most voluntarily, 
as every experienced christian knows. The Bible 
most happily sums up the whole in this simple lan- 
guage, “work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God that worketh in you to will 
and to do.” Prawn Trutu. 
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We have several valuable articles on file, which are 
necessarily deferred to make room for the interesting com- 
munications of our correspondent at Philadelphia, relative 
ip the doings of the General Assembly of the Presbvterian 
Church of the United States, now in session. 


DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE. 

Wejhave recently had the opportunity of perusing 
2 little volume entitled the Pocket Dictionary of the 
Hoty Busts, by A. Atexanper. D. D., Professor in 
the Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J. 

We recommend this book not only to Sabbath scho- 
lars and teachers, for whom it was more especially 


Diepared. but to everv nercan wha sims at vending 
the word of God intelligibly. We think this book 


ought to be, in every family and in the hands 
gf every individual, who ventures to instruct the 
rising generation in those important truths which 
relate to the salvation of the soul. , The improve- 
ments which are made and making in the cha- 
racter of the publications of the American Sunday 
School Union, is a very excellent comment upon 
the industry and enterprise of the committee, whose 
duty it is to furnish books suitable for the libra- 
ries of Sunday Schools, and of youth. We hope this 
march of improvement will go on until there shall be 
found an abundant supply of books in the hands of 
the young, which shall exert none other than a spirit- 
ual influence over their minds. The Pocket Dictiona- 
ry may be had at A. S. S. Union’s depositories gene- 
rally. Price, 7 shillings in boards; 1 dollar bound. 
The book is got up in a superior style, and at a price 
which will favour an extensive circulation. 


We have received ‘‘ Mary’s” letter in reference to 
@ communication entitled, assoLUTION OF THE DEAD, 
which appeared in our paper of the 15th inst. The 
letter would have been noticed last week, had it come 
to hand in season. 

If the Catholic priest who declares that the article 
in question is fictitious, will take the trouble to con- 
suit the reference appended to it, he will perceive 


WESTERN RESERVE COLLEGE. 


gent population. 


library, &c. 


repidly cuming forward. 


and of the Seminaries in the great west. 


the condition and wants of the colleges. 


sand dollars were subscribed on the spot. 


the christian community. 


churches of different denominations. “ It is the Lord’s work 
and marvelous in our eyes.” 


TEMPERANCE PAPER IN NEW YORE. 


this region to warrant the enterprize. 


phen Dando 29 Spruce Street. 


Capt. Patridge. 


an interest in the doings of this important conven- 
tion, we have been at some pains to gratify them, and 
propose to give them as full an account as we may be 
able to obtain of all its more important transactions. 
It is no less the interest than the duty of the church- 
es, to know the proceedings of those who are en- 
trusted with so large a share of power and influence 


hy the Deeed <£ Mamogero uf tle Biple Nociety, en 


titled “ A Brief Analysis of the System of the A. B 


ties.”’ 


and perspicuous manner. 


land. 


A correspondent in the Albany Christian Register, 





speaking of the anniversary of the Am. Temp. Soc. 


This institution is located in the state of Ohio, near 
Lake Erie, in the midst of an industrious and intelli- 


It is so situated that it may exert a 
wide and beneficial influence upon the whole valley. 
of the Mississippi; but it is in its infancy, and needs 
funds in addition to what can be raised in Ohio, to 
found professorships, for philosophical apparatus, 


Professor Storrs, who is at the head of the theological 
department in the college, has heen in this city seve- 
ral weeks, and has preached in several churches. He 
has shown the destitution of the western country in a 
moral and religious view, the importance of the gos- 
pel ministry, the immense value of institutions that 
shall be promptly, and wisely established to promote 


the literature and piety of the young men who are so 
Tis arscourses Nave veen 


listened to with deep interest, and have awakened a 
strong feeling in behalf of the college he represents, 


On Wednesday evening, a meeting was held to re- 
ceive a statement from Professor Storrs and the Rev. 
Harvey Coe, one of the Trustees of the College, of 
Many had 
been invited but few attended. An excellent spirit 
however, prevailed, and a resolution was passed re- 
commending that an effort be made in this city, to 
procure funds to found two professorships, one for 
some branch of literature, and another of theology. 
A subscription was commenced, and about ten thou- 
Wecom- 
mend this institution to the liberality and prayers of 


We learn with delightful satisfaction that an unusual at- 
tention upon the means of grace prevails at Boston. It is 
supposed that at least 600 persons are now attending the in- 
quiry or anxious meetings, in the several evangelical 


We learn that the editors and publishers of the 
“‘ Philanthropist and Genius of Temperance’”’ pro- 
pose removing that establishment from Boston to this 
city, in case sufficient patronage can be obtained in 
Subscriptions 
received by Messrs. M‘Blrath & Bangs 85 Chatham 
Street, John P. Haven, 142 Nassau Street, and Ste- 


The Annual Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, recently in session in this city, resolved 
to locate their college in Middletown, Conn. This 
college is to occupy the edifices which were erected 
for the military school formerly under the care of 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
Believing that the most of our readers would feel 


and is now a humble christian. 

In Cincinmati,.a revival is going on. More than 
30 were recently added to the third Presbyterian 
church, and the fourth chutch has, since January, 
been enlarge from its original number of twelve, till 
it contains more than seventy. 

On Saturday evening, I attended an interesting 
meeting: a fw friends here, who meet statedly to 
confer and ‘o pray together, on the subject of revi- 
vals, had invted several ministers to be with them 
and give then light and counsel. The brother who 
stated the obect of the meeting, gave it as his belief, 
that if christans generally did their duty, there would 
be no more dinger of failure to do good and promote 
the salvationof souls, than there would be danger of 
a famine when the population were industriously en- 
gaged in raising the means of subsistence. 

Ohe broth+r, who had just come from a revival of 
several months continuance, said he thought it was 
essential to cur obtaining the blessing of God, to feel 
that we are nothing in his hands. He said he and 
his church hadlaboured several years to geta revival, 
by using all the various. measures that they could learn 


hou nother Precery hat na wowirral aamecs, 

t length he was compelled to re-examine the whole 
subject. A sermon which he heard had greatly im- 
pressed him with the thought that the defect was in 
the minister, and in the church, that they were look- 
ing to arts and measures of their own, rather than to 
God. They turned all their meetings into prayer 
meetings, and before many months they began to hear 
of individual scattered cases of conversion in various 
corners of the town; and since, they haye had a great 
revival. He gaid you might dig twenty feet in the 
sand, but if there were no waters there, the springs 
would not gush forth. But only get the fountain full, 
and wherever you break up the ground you will find 
water. 
Another brother said he was greatly struck with 
the figure. The first thing necessary, was for chris- 
tians, and especially ministers, to get their own hearts 
in some degree, right with God. He was greatly 
impressed with the emptiness of all kinds of machine- 
ry to produce revivals. He had seen its utter ineffi- 
cacy. He had seen it all employed in vain, and he 
had seen enough to convince him deeply that the way 
for christians to do good is, to have their hearts right, 
and then follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit.— 
The wind bloweth where it listeth; and we cannot 
undertake to dig channels and say that divine influ- 
ences shall come only in them, or in them at all. In 
an observation of twenty years, he never had known 
a good man whose heart was unmoveably in a right 
state fail of domg good in whatever way he was led 
to attempt it. If he felt that God was dishonored by 
sin, and souls endangered, and was led to pray much 
and earnestly in this view, good seemed always to 
come of it. 

I judge further of the state of feeling from the 
preaching. [heard two sermons in the first church, 
both simple and faithful exhibitions of the gospel to 
sinners. I learn that Dr. Beecher preached on “O 
Lord, revive thy work.” In the afternoon, the Gen- 
eral Assembly attended the Lord’s Supper. This is 
the first time they have done it, as an Assembly. It 
was proposedto have it on a week day, but one vene- 
rable member of the-committee of arrangement said 
he did not like that way, as he found no warrant or 
example in the New Testament, for its celebration on 
any other than the Lord’s day. It is strange none 
should have remllected that the very institution of 
it by our Lord “that same night on which he was be- 
trayed,” was oi the 6th day of the week. 

he scene yas a very interesting one. Although 
the weather vas rainy, the whole em part of the 
first church wg respectably filled with communicants, 
while the Gejeral Assembly sat there not only as 
personal comnunicants, but as representing the whole 


body of the Presbyterian church, and bearing their 





united peowg J to the death of Christ, as the hope 
of lost men. [should judge from the exercises, that 
a disposition «ists, to hush the voice of contention 
and lay asidethe spirit of rivalry, in this venerable 
assembly. Sothat there is reasun to hope that what- 
ever important subjects that are to come up before 
the body, they vill discuss them like christians who 


A pamphlet of 140 pages has just been published 


S. containing a full account of its principles and ope- 
rations, and of the manner of organizing and con- 
ducting Auxiliary, Branch, and Ladies’ Bible Socie- 
In this pamphlet a condensed view of the 
principles of the Bible Society is given, with an ex- 
planation of its system and operations. A great deal 
of valuable information relating to the formation of 
Bible Societies and Associations, their judicious con- 
duct, and the results, are presented in a well-arranged 
Every friend to the Bible 
Society would do well to possess himself with a copy. 
I presume they are to be had at the Society’s House. 
It may be here observed that every month a half sheet 
of “Extracts,” is published by the Society, contain- 
ing interesting intelligence. They are given away to 
the officers and members. If measures were taken 
to give greater publicity to ther the cause would be 
benefitted. The indefatigable secretary, and his as- 
sistant, with the agents, deserve the confidence and 
thanks of the christian public for the faithful applica- 
tion of their industry and talents in prosecuting the 
great work in which they are engaged, the work of 
distributing the scriptures to every family in this 


serve a commonLord, and pursue a common hope, 
and therefore hare but a common interest. 

The remarks and prayers applicable to the first 
church, within whose edifice the Assembly were con- 
vened, and to fen pastor elect, were of the most 


. 


kind and christian\aspect. It is understood that the 
presbytery of Eliztbethtown, will probably reconsider 
their decision respecting Mr. Barnes’ removal, and 
there seems to be in Philadelphia a general disposi- 
tion to give the new watchman a hearty welcome 
upon the walls if t shall eventually be decided that 
hé shall come. In fact there were but three of the 
pastors of the\city »pposed to him in the first place. 
The opposition was chiefly maintained by ministers, 
who having no pastoral charge themselves, kindly 
volunteered to take*‘the care of all the churches,” 
and to officiate as the pastors of both flocks and pas- 
tors. 


The Assembly met in the First Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, on Thursday, May 20th, and was 
opened, according to custom, by a sermon from the 
Rev. Benjamin/tl Rice, of New York, the moderator 
of last year. The body then convened in the vestry 
room of the church and became organized, by electing 
the Rev. Dr. Fiske, of Goshen, N. Y. as moderator, 
and the Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Buffalo, N. Y., as clerk. 
The first two days of the session were chiefly occu- 
pied in appointing committees, attending to the va- 
rious introductory subjects, &c. 
On Saturday the Assembly’s Board of Missions 
— their fourteenth annual report, of which we 
ope to present an abstract in a subsequent column. 
The report of the Board of Education was also exhi- 
bited. Both were referred to committees to examine 
and report them. 


Delegates to Foreign Bodies. 


The delegates appointed to the General Association 
of Connecticut, are Dr. M’Dowell of Caarleston, 
Professor Beckwith of Cincinnati, and Mr. Jennings 





, of ——~, said he hoped the motion would 
not prevail. We want to have this recommendation 
come before the presbyteries. We do not want to 
cram it down their throats, but to have them look at 
it, and act in reference to it, as they may then deem it 
expedient. When it is printed, it will still be the act 
of the Board, and not of this House. 

_ Dr. Fisher, of the Newark Presbytery, moved, that 
instead of striking out, that motion should be post- 
poned, in order to amend the recommendation, so 
that it should go “to those presbyteries who chose to 
co-operate with the Assembly’s Board of Missions.”’ 

He considered that by adopting the report as it 
stood, the Assembly made it their own act. More 
ee would be done by going. on harmoniously, and 

aving presbyteries free to act according to what 
they judge most for the interest of the cause. The 
Assembly’s Board was, he believed, dear ’to all pre- 
sent. And he did not doubt that the A. H. M.S. was 
also dear to all. By permitting presbyteries to act 
freely, more had been done the last year than in any 
two years, he believed he might say, more than in 
any four years before. By their united efforts more 
can be done than either one could do alone. Both 
are Presvytérian sovictios. It was according to the 
genius of our institutions that these things should be 
left free. 

Mr. Russell, ot Philadelphia Presbytery. As the 
organ of the Board he would say, that the Board de- 
sired to avoid all questions with any sister institution. 
The recommendation is simply the act of the Board. 
They do not ask the Assembly to recommend. In 
fact, rather than have any question about it, they 
would rather the question of adopting the report 
should not be acted upon at all. The House have ac- 
cepted it. Let it rest there, and the committee can 
do what they please with it. 

Mr. Platt, of Bethany, Pennsylvania, was pained at 
what had taken place. There was no occasion for 
the feeling that had been manifested. This Assem- 
bly had aright to aboard. It exercised this right be- 
fore some associations were thought of. Does this 
recommendation hurt any body? This AsssemSly 
has a right to recommend its plans. There need be 
no collision. The field is the world. We cannot all 
occupythe whole of it. He saw nothing in this re- 
commendation which he had not from his boyhood 
been accustomed to see in the minutes, a recommen- 
dation to the presbyteries to aid the Assembly’s Board 
of Missions. 

Dr. Cathcart hoped all the motions would be with- 
drawn, and leave it with the Board. 

Mr. said the committee had looked at all 
this, and they supposed that the whole ground was 
covered by the votes of last year, so that it was not 
necessary to qualify the recommendation. 

Dr. Green was unfriendly to the postponement. It 
was the desire of the Board to make their report as 
inoffensive as possible. Is it not proper for this As- 
sembly to permit their own Board to print and send 
out their plans, such as they find necessary to carry 
into effect the duties which the Assembly have as- 
signed them? The Board does not wish to interfere 
with ag a board. They never have interfered. 

Mr. Wetmore. If you adppt this recommendation, 
you contradict the vote of last year which left the 
churches free. You come to us, and ask us to raise 
money to help the Board. 

Mr. Wisner, of the Geneva Presbytery. We are 
getting into a senatorial way of arguing the main 
question on an incidental proposition. He preferred 
this motion to the motion for striking out. He liked 
the recommendation itself. The plan was a very 
good one. He hoped it would be carried extensively 
into effect. He was a Presbyterian, and loved the 
Board of Missions. But he was not prepared to say 
that it was best to pass the recommendation, without 
the qualification proposed. He wished that question 
to come fairly up for discussion, and should be pre- 
pared to act from the best light he could obtain. He 
was sorry any member should express his fears that 
there was going to be bad blood. He eame to the 
Assembly with fears, but after the solemn scenes of 

esterday at the Lord’s table, he laid aside his fears. 

e viewed even the expression of such fears as 
wrong, as contrary to that charity which hopeth all 


Tuesday, May 25th. 


Dr. Green, from the committee appointed last year, 
on the mode of receiving ministers and licentiates 
from other ecclesiastical bodies with which the As- 
sembly is in correspondence, reported, that licentiates 
to be received, should answer affirmatively the whole 
of the constitutional questions, and ministers should 
answer the first seven questions. The assent to these 
brings them under the watch and care of presbytery. 
Adopted. : 

Dr. Green, from a committee appointed last year, 
to take into consideration the method of organizing 
new churches, made a long report. A church is or 
ganized by the election and installation of one or more 
ruling elders, who take the oversight until a pastor is 
provided. This election and installation may be done 
under direction of a missionary, or a committee of 
presbytery. All baptized persons belonging to the 
congregation, and not refusing to submit to the cen- 
sures of the church, are to be allowed to vote for el- 
ate, because they are to be under the care of the el- 

ership. ‘ ' 

The Meport was laid on the table. 

On a proposition from the general synod of the 
Reformed Dutch Church, it was agreed that no infe- 
rior judicatory should receive candidates or licentiates 
or ministers, belonging to a judicatory in the sister 
church, without a regular dismission from the same. 


COMPLAINT FROM TENNESSEg, 


The committee of overtures reported overture No. 
9, which was an application from each of the presby- 
teries of Union and French Broad, both on the same 
subject. The reading being called for, it appeared 
that both presbyteries propose the inquiry, whether it 
is constitutional for the Board of Missions to refuse to 
employ licentiates or ministers that are in regular 
standing with their presbyteries. A case was also 
stated, as the occasion of the inquiry. Dr. Anderson, 
president of Maryville Seminary, :n East Tennessee, 
applied to the Board to employ two young men, gra- 
duates of that institution, and hcentiates of Union 
presbytery, in regular standing; and to appoint them 
their field of labour in a certain district in Peasianed, 
To this the Executive Committeé replied, through 
their secretary, Mr. Russell, that they had been in- 
formed these young men mainta:ned the doctrine that 
God is the author of sin, and other doctrines conse- 
quent thereon, and the committee resolved that they 
could not employ any person holding such sentiments. 
It was further stated, that both the young men disa- 
vow the belief of the distinct doctrine imputed to them, 
and as to the ‘other doctrines consequent thereon,”’ 
they do not know what the committee of the Board 
intended to charge by this phrase, and of course could 
not tell whether they held them or not. 

Dr. Green, in behalf of the Board of Missions, was 
glad this matter had come before the Assembly, and 
that it had come in this form. The Board want the 


. 


> 


advice of the Assembly in this matter. Hithertothey _ 


had acted only on their own best judgment, without 
the direction of the Assembly. They were the ser. 
vants of the Assembly, and only wanted their direc- 
tion. In regard to the case that had been brought for- 
ward, the Board were prepared to submit the evidence 
on which they acted, to the full satisfaction of the As- 
sembly. 

A motion was made to refer the subject to a com- 
mittee. Dr. Green proposed, that before this was 
dore the Assembly should hear the Board by their 
President and Secretary, (Dr. Green and Mr. Rus- 
sell.) Agreed to. 

Mr. Russell. About December last, Dr. Ely placed 
Dr. Anderson’s letter in the hands of the committee. 
The committee have a general rule, that when per- 
sons proposed for missionaries are not known to any 
of the members, they should have the recommenda» 
tion of two responsible clergymen. This application 
having but one, the subject was deferred till the next’ 
day, in order to call on Dr. Ely, and see if he had any 
further information. The next morning a young gen- 
tlemam called at the office of the committee, who 
made himself knewn as a graduate of Maryville insti- 
tution, and now an agent for the same. He was in- 





things. 

Mr. Russell. The Board are willing to do any | 
thing which does not involve the sacrifice of principle | 
and the good of the cause. He was sorry any allu- | 
sion had been made to any other society. He did not 
want the two societies brought up together, as if in 
opposition. As the organ of the Board, he should 
approve of the substitute proposed. He considered 
the vote of last year as covering the whole ground. 

Dr. Rowan, of New York + If you 
postpone you get involved in difficulty from which 
you cannot extricate yourselves in a longtime. The 
recommendation will go to the presbyteries for just 
what it is worth, and ought to go to them. What is 
all this heat and opposition for? And it all comes 
from the Home Missionary Society. I will ask with 
my father who has spoken, is this Assembly sunk so 
low in authority and influence, that it cannot recom- 
mend its own plans to its presbyteries? And that 
members stand up here and say they will not receive 
them? If this is casting abroad fire-brands, arrows, 
and death, let it go, and let it bring up a more peace- 
ful spirit. 

Mr. Wetmore, in explanation, said he was not con- 
nected with the Home Missionary Society in any 


way. 

Prefescor Halsey, of Ohio Preshytery, said he was 
astonished to hear this debate. He did not see any 

ound for crimination. The proposed amendment 
goes no farther than you have gone. You have mem-, 
bers here who belong to one and to the other—Prob- 
ably to both. There are members here who contri- 
bute to both boards. It was a question of no moment 
which came inte existence first. 
existed honourably. And see on this floor, by this de- 
bate, what effect the recommendation going forth un- 
qualified, would have upon the churches. It could not 
be a question with any one whether such an alteration 
in the report should be made, if requested by any bro- 
ther. Is it a matter of grave question now, whether 
this Assembly shall recognise in the churches the ex- 





ercise of that option, in regard to the channel through 


Both existed, and | pel 





quired of respecting certain doctrines supposed to be 
taught in that seminary, and also. concerning the sen- 
timents of Messrs. Hood and M’Nutt. Mr. Remley, 
the agent, was understood to admit that the doctrine 
is taught and generally embraced in the seminary, that 
God.is the efficient cause and author of sin; that the 
sentiments prevailing were essentially the same with 
those of Dr. Emmons. Mr. R. here read a letter of 
Dr. A. in reply to the answer of the committee, in 
which Dr. A. claimed to teach the doctrine contained 
in the Assembly’s Confession of Faith, in regard to 
God’s universal providence, bounding and ordering all 
events. He does not teach that God is the author of 
the sinfifiness of human actions. He has 2000 theo- 
logical questions, but the question whether God is the 
author of sin is not among them, nor has he any lec- 
ture on that subject, nor does he require any student 
to write on it, He holds that God is the. efficient 
cause of sin, in that he has decreed it, and executes 
his decrees by his providence, “his most holy, wise, 
and powerful preserving and governing all his crea- 
tures and all their actions.” He felt constrained to 
inquire whether this was the Buard of the General 
Assembly ora party. He thought it was time it was 
moved to some more central place, and not remain 
away in the northeastern corner of their limits. He 
wished to withdraw the application, and to have all 
the proceedings stricken from the minutes of the 
committee. It was no light thing, in his mind, that 
he should stand recorded on their books as an appli- 
cant in behalf of heretics, and that two licentiates of 
Union presbytery should be recorded as so unsound 
that the church cannot trust them to preach the gos- 


Mr. Russell then proceeded to state, that he had 
felt bound to convey to the committee the impressions 
on his mind from the statements of Mr. Remley. It 
was manifest, to the full satisfaction of his mind, that 
those young men held sentiments such as the Presby- 
terian church in general did not approve. He shrunk 
back with horror from the idea, of God’s efficient 
agency in the production of sinful volitions. The 
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es select ‘and recommend of missionary | 1, The business of 
and to locate such missionarigs as may 
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DEDICATION OF THE ss 
Fourth Presbyterian Church in Albany: 


y, the 20th inst., the neat and conve- 
belonging to the above mentioned 
church, was dedicated to the service of Jehovah. 
The services commenced at half-past seven o’clock; 
The introductory services were performed by 
the pastor, Rev. E. N. Kirk. The sermon was 
crowded audience by Rev. N. 8S. 8S: 
of Troy. His subject was, “The demands 
age in which we live.” It was in his best 
style of nervous thouglit, chaste and laconic expres- 
bearing very severely upon the extensive 
the church and her ministry to meet the 


the Board to them for definite instructions. 
© suggest the amount of aid indispensable for 


y approved and adopted by seve- 


erican Sunday Schoo 
the promotion of the universal mo 
cation of the youn 

1. As tothe manner of our 
that the eight indivi 
ishing i ted, are selected, in equal 
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signed forthe religious instruc 
to their teachers, have 
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t Union is a Society 


God going forward. al and religious edu- 


anxiliary to the A. H. 
they wish to continue. 
but the friends of Zion 
d, nor. provoked. 
the churches, have 


Have benevolent operations 
M.S. under whose auspice 
There is opposition enough,, 
are neither scared, nor discourage 

Grand River.—Conferences of 
been recently established, with great advantage.— 
There were other reports 


ions, it is well known, 


ral Presbyteries. 
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highly interesting from 
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port-on the state of reli- 





it. But when it comes to us with- 
ing, we act upon it. The sentiments 
ra to bis ethorsext to our stand- 
ards. We were satisfie ee en meee tobe, 
these opinions were held by the young men. 
“~ : id that Mr. Remley was present, and 
the Assembly, and wished he mi 
called on to state the interview with Mr. Russel!. 
Remley distinctly recollected the conversation. 
asked the question, whether it was their 





rate and unanimous 








tam, : 
red to the committee to re 





ty distinct works,"de- 
the young, or for hel 
been read, anpeotes 


REPORTS OF PRESBYTERIES. 


I listened, on Monday, tothe accounts of the state 
of religion within the different presbyteries. Some 
of the most interesting particulars I propose to men- 
The number and extent of 
to be much less than usual, altho 











Through the kindness of a friend, we have received a 
proof-sheet of the ““Proceepines at the Sixth Anniversary 
of the American S School Union,” held in Philadelphia, 
on Tuesday, of the present week, from which we make the 
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be remembered, that the e: Ms 
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A transition too sud- 
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den and bold from th 
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ugh many events of 





firmed in their habi 


- I wanted especially our young 
éological students, who are not con- 
ts of thought, feeling, and action, 


to hear that discussion. That, or something like it, 
ought to be before their minds, that they may under- 

“ the signs of the times,” and put on a harness 
ed to the mode of warfare whic the providence 


that kind, of the h 
would take up too 
of the 96 presbyteries, which 
tion of the General Assemb 


ch once disgraced the 
r Seasons," Sketches 
might have defeated the 
leap for a child, to pass 
usoe,” to the “ Life of 
“ Mother Goose's Melod. 
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Indeed, the introduction of 


ighest interest, were reported. Ii 
to give even the names 
ake up the jurisdic. 


» reported that the youthful mind with- 
unds, was coming more and more into con- 


nursery, tosuch books as the “ Fou 
JSrom the Bible,” and “ Anna Ross,” 
whole object. It was a 

from the “ History of Ro 
Henry Martyn,” and from 
ns for Infant Minds,” 


following extracts. 
is the efficient cause of the wicked 


actions ? He replied, they did hold that God 
ener things. They did. not mean 

ilty agent, or that he lessened 
men for their actions. From the |. 
Mr. li seemed to labour under the 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL SERMON. 


est of the Board of Managers of the American 
Union, a sermon was preached on the evenin 
Rev. Dk Waytanp, Presi- 

L.) from Matthew vi. 10. 


of God has made 
— wey oo of fused a copy of it for 7 
od was the 


rown University, 


sary. As its author has re- 
ublication now, I hope some 


uture occasion will pass it to the public through the 


tact with the word of God 
bath Schools. The won 
of temperance, has mad 


an entirely new class of book 
bearing the same genera 
good measure to the vari 
pacities which the 


» in Bible Classes and Sab- 
derful progress of the cause 
e.the past a memorable year 


s for juvenile readin » all 
, and yet adapted in a 
€s, attainments and ca- 


‘ Thy kingdom come.’ 
J = and important views which were illustrated 
orced with great eloquence and power, and this ser- 


conviction that the Seminary was in error, and I en- 


The exercises of the o 
deavoured to remove this impression—I had hoped not 


ccasion were solemnly im- 


and left upon our minds the impression, that 
ch has something to do as well as believe. 


y must meet among Sunday school chil- 
, that it would probably 
i projectors had forescer 
portance which it has, even at this early 


mon will, we are persuaded 
public mind, and it is h 
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, make a deep impression on the 
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In a more prosperous state than at 
period. Revivals in most of the con- 


gregations connected with the presbytery, and in 


Seanad hae ere ae con. ANNIVERSARY SERVICEs. Many of our books have, within a few months. 


A WORSHIPPER. 








MORE TEMPERANCE CHURCHEs. 


‘rom the Presbyterian church at Angelica in this 


members of presbytery. At 
ersions. Revival ro going 
ing them to hope for larger b essings. 
Champlain, Malone, Plattsburgh and 
he displays of grace have been the 
A larger proportion than usual of the 


sentiments, and had 

to subject ; he was also 
with this institution, having 
Mr. Eagleton, an agent in obtaining 
among the people of his late charge 


a thorough, critical revision, not on 
, but by persons abroad—of both 
lessions—and of different religious vy 
timent or phraseology has been disc 
i y manner obnoxious, has been mo 


least 800 hopeful cony 
on, and encourag 
In the towns of 
Beekmantown t 


“ The sixth anniversary of the American Sund 
Union was held in the church, 
day afternoon, May 25, 1830. ; 

resident, ALLexanpEn Henry, Esa., took the chair 
precisely at half past three. ThéRev. 
plain U. S. navy, commenced the exe 


ital attention 
aequainted 


Washington Square, on Tues- 
formerly assisted 
some 


‘* Notice is hereb 
G. W. Ridgely, cha- | p 


given that no person will be ad- 


mitted in future to the communion of this church, ex- 
cept on condition of total abstinence from ardent 
except as a medicine, and also from the manu- 
facture and vending of them, supposing it perfectly 
manifest in the present state of light, that these 
things are unlawful. 

*¢ By order of the session. , 

“MOSES HUNTER, Moderator.” 


From the Baptist Church, in Westminster, Mass. 
“Resolved, that we conceive it our duty, as a 
church of Christ, not to receive any person into 
church membership but such as abstain from the use 
of ardent spirits as a drink, or who distils or vends it, 
end that we shall govern ourselves accordingly. 
“JOHN FOSKET®@, Church Clerk.” 


in Newark. He was, therefore, able to arrive at cer- 
tain conclusions from equivocal answers, and he felt 
bound to convey his impressions to the committee. 
was committed to Dr. Rowan, and 
Messrs. Wisner, Jennings, Moreland, and Remley. 


We have added to our catalogue o 
e last year, forty-siz new works 
bound volumes of more than sever 
3, And finally as to prices.—In 
the first object i to refund to the 
tion of it has cost. 

bject is, the widest circ 
urpose, the instrul 


f library books written 


117 Psalm, which wassung by a choir of chil —thirty-two of which are 


The blessing of God 

was then implored by the Rev. Dr, Alexan 

The following hymi was then sing by 
Lord, we are spared agrin to meet,” &c. 

“The Annual Report of the finncial transactions of the 

e treasurer, Paut Beck, Jr. 


n comiexion with the Report of 
the Boarp or Manacers, which was read by their secre- 


ve been among the aged and the middle 
cieties have prepared the way 
A majority of the members have 
The Sabbath is becoming better ob- 
served. The influence of papal emissaries much di- 
minished, and confined chie 
Catholic countries. 
The open and bold profanation of the 
hasdiminished. Thirty mercantile estab- 
lishments have closed the traffic in 
reater number are making arrangements 
od has smiled on several of the churches. 
In East Granville a five days meeting was followed 
n Hebron the work has 
numbering more than 100 
y, Glen’s Falls, White- 


n the services of 


der of New Jersey. 
for this revival. 


ulation of the books. 


mentality of auxiliar socicties 
PROPOSAL FROM KENTUCKY. y y i 


Dr. Alexander sent in a report from a committee 
inted last year, to report on an appiication from 
Presbytery of West Lexington. ; 
lication referred to the numerous evils to 
ended from the indefinite multiplication of 
ogical Seminaries, under the care of particular 
synods and presbyteries. They propose that the Ge- 
neral Assembly should take them all under its 
own immediate and absolute control, and prescribe a 
uniform course of study, &c. The committee ac- 
knowledge the evils. We must get along with far 
less unity of views and harmony of feeling, than if a 


fly to emigrants from Society was then read by th 


Esa, and will be published i hem the privilege 
price. ‘To facilitate still furth 
our books, we have established 
tant places abroad. 
terprises must be defr 
large auxiliarics or 
tories at their own 
counts and indulgences a 
against unreasonable sacrifice 
With these considerations in view, it will not s 
ends to learn, that whate 
it is more than abso 


an extensive circulation of 
depositories at three 
he expenses of these 


at home; and when 


tary. 

On motion of the Rey. SterHenH. Tyne, 
1 church of Philadelphia, seemded b } 
RANTLEY, of the Baptist church ¢ Philadelphia, 
Resolved—That the Annual Reort of the Board of Ma- 
nagers be accepted and published inder their direction. 

On motion of R. Wilkinson, I ‘ 
seconded by the Rev. J. Beecher, if the German Reformed 
church of Virginia, 

Resolved—That the review of tle transactions of the So- 


distilled liquors, 


unions are dispose 
and charge, such 
xpected, as shall secure them 
by an extensive revival. 

been rapid and glorious, 


ects. Revivals in Tro 


sq of Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


ver profit our bu- 
the extraordinary 


Much to deplore. 





BROADWAY HALL, 440 Broapway. 
Lectures on “ The Inspiration of the Sacred Scrip- 
r. Spring will preach at the above 


on the necessity of a divine revelation, 
at half past 3 o’olock, P. M. 


id expenses, which t 
urpose requires; so th 
umstances, your Boar 
es for the means of enl 
sustaining its foreign expe 
Pic of their report. 


he accomplishment of our 
at under the most fa- 
d must look away from 
arging its business and 
nses. And this is the second to- 


ciety during the past year, which is presented in the Annual 
larger proportion of our young men had been Report, is calculated to excite aur gratitude, and animate 
educated together ; but it was constitutionally com- 
petent for presbyteries and synods to adopt such mea- 
sures as they may think proper; it did not, therefore, 
seem to be within the jurisdiction of the General As- 
sembly to interfere in their management; and if it 
were, it would be inexpedient in the present state of 


churches have declined, and some appear to be near 
to ruin. Infidel principles have been very industri- 
ously disseminated. Bnt there have been also a num- 
» in which several promin- 
t to bow to Christ, and 
emperance has surpassed 
An Association 


On motion of the Rey. Francis Wayland, D. D. President 


of Brown Universit ; seconded by Richard 


ber of interesting revivals 
ent infidels had been bro 
rejoice in his salvation. 


ine anticipations. 


next Lor¢s3 day, 





During the year endi 


Resolved—That the obstacles to the universal establish- ries have been employe 


1830, thirteen missiona- 
ment of Sunday-schools are suchas under the blessing of 


hose terms of service were from 


e_—_ 


FOR THE EVANGELIST. 

THE POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. 
Our blessed Saviour appealed to this prophetical 

characteristic of the Messiah, and to its fulfilment in 

him, in proof that he was indeed the Christ, We 

are apt to overlook this candinal feature of christianity, 


two to twelve months. 
five hundred dollars, 
in missionary services is ninety-th 
amount paid, thirty-one hundred 


God, can be easily surmounted by the concentrated eflorts 
of the wise and good. 









» and their compensation from four to 
amount of time employed 


ree months, and the whole 


; although there was reason to fear that the 
standard of theological attainments would be lowered, 
j the comparative respectability and usefulness of 

clergy brought below those of other denomina- 


has been formed, and all the churches organized aux- 
iliaries to it, to make quarterly collections for the 


: : apa The following hymn was suny 
purposes of domestic and foreign missions, tracts and 


by a choir of Sunday- 
How sweet the hour and soft the scene,” &c. 

“ On motion of the Rev. Thomas MacA 

terian church of Philadelphia, seconded by the 

Rev. Lyman Beecher, D.D. of the Congregational church of 
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showers of grace. 


ion of the spirit 
and of the prevalence of error 
so several refreshing 
In Augusta, the revival had come 


the same period has been 
1as embraced the states of 
icut, New York, New Jer- 


ms. uley, D. D. LL. D. 
Mr. Wisner was opposed to the adoption of the 
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gospel, and enjoy the means of grace. Here, with 
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in the midst of division and strife. 
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Lord, in the parable of the rich man’s supper, has 
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tation, but seek out the poor, and constrain them to 
attend upon the means of grace. ‘Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
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FOURTEENTH REPORT 
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We are happy to learn that this subject has been 
made a matter of serious consideration and prayer, in 
this city, by several persons, who propose accomplish- 
ing something for the poor who do not enjoy the 
preaching of the word. In order to have the system 
well introduced and thoroughly practised, it is neces- 
sary to begin in some part of the city where there is 
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of the great day 


and an opportunity to judge of its 
on a small 


scale before it is introduced into other parts of the 
city. The first ward has appeared to be suitable mis- 
sionary ground. Here is a large population ; there are 
many poor ; the places of public worship do not allure 
them, and two thirds of the whole population, resi- 


e. ] 
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not a substitute for 


There are already in the Usted States sixty thousand 
Sunday schools, and 400,000 sclblars. Feed my lambs was 
the injunction of the Saviour. On the moral and religious 
education of our children anj youth depends, under God, 
the welfare of our Republic, The good wishes then ofevery 
true friend to his country, 


have united with other church- 
es ; so that the whole number who have been the sub- 
jects of the work, cannot be accurately ascertained. 
t is supposed by some, who have been most favour. 
ably situated for making an estimate, that more than 
gen hopefully renewed by the power of the 


dent and transient, 
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The amount ap- 


neglect attendance upon church. 
t a few families shall be formed 
ch on Presbyterian principles; that 


a warm and devoted minister should be settled: that 
a plain and commodious place be obtained for public 
worship, located in the midst of them ; that the gos- 
pel be preached with simplicity, distinctness, and 
power; that the poor and their children be attracted 
to a place where they will feel at home ; and that those 
who join the society shall feel the obligation of conse- 

their time and substance to the cause of the 


not been wholly unsuccessful. 
a general improvement in morals, 
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From the sixth annual Rep&r of A. S.S. Union, pre- 
sented at this meeting, and writen with unusual ability, we 
make the following extracts, _ 


ner of child shal this be ?” 
bearijgs, is ordinarily settled at 


g and opposing what they 
» many interesting facts of 
To conclude, the work is 
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tion is made between the rich and poor; those in 
y humble life do not feel at home in the churches ; the 

preaching is not adapted to their capacities or spirit- 
ual wants ; & distinction is made in Sunday Schools 
between the children of the rich and poor. These 
are some of the reasons why the humbler classes are 
negligent in attending church, and are overlooked by 
those in a better condition in life. For the present 
we can only say, we hope the plan will be carried into 
effect ; that self-denying persons will be found to pro- 
secute it ; and that the time is not be distant when 
it can be said in this city, and in this Portion of it, as 
was said in primitive times, to the poor the gospel is 
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DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK. 

From the Liverpool Times, we learn that the ship 
Newry, Capt. Crosbie, bound from Newry to Quebec, 
on the night of the 16th ult., was driven upon the 
rocks at Portinclineon, near Bordsey. 

‘There were 400 passengers on board, 200 of whom 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE EVANGELIST. 

Lines suggested by an article in the Christian Examiner, 
entitled, “‘ The Bible not a Revelation, but the record of a 
Reyelation.” 

O break not this our fastening 

To the last hold where hope can cling, 
All that ’mid peril’s dread can save; 

The fierce winds met are whiffling by, 

The surges swelling mountain high, 
Drift not our bark upon the wave. 





One anchor cast within the vail, 
Is in firm ground and cannot fail, 
While fast to that we safe shall be : 
The hand that would our cable sever, 
Destroys us all, we’re lost for ever, 
A wreck upon the raging sea. 


For the Evangelist. 
THE BIBLE. 
Happy are they who by the spring 
Of sacred truth abide; 
When mortal streams no comforts bring, 
When earth is parch’d and withering, 
Full flows that fountain’s tide. 


Fresh from their source, in upper skies, 
These living waters come ; 
They nerve the frame, unseal the eye, 
And give the spirit power to rise 
Up to its native hame. 


Let otliers go, their joys to find, 
At science’ lucid stream, 

Where pleasure’s silv’ry riv’lets wind, 

Or love’s bright wave, with gold sands lined, 
Shine in the morning beam. 


Like rivers which the desert sands 

In midway course drink up; 
Though broad they flow from fertile lands, 
These waters fail the pilgrim bands, 

And mock their eager hope. 


Fast by the well of life divine, 
Then let me still remain, 

No more in h grief to pine; 

No more to fear my joys decline ; 
Nor e’er to thirst again. 


For the Evangelist. 
UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 
Conversation between Benevolus and Politicus. 


Benevolus. My friend, your countenance is indi- 
cative of unusual anxiety. Has some unexpected ca- 
lamity befallen you? 


Politicus. My mind is not a little disturbed, I 
confess ; but you do not seem to have conjectured the 
cause. Some calamity befallen me! That would be 
a trifle! The whole nation is posting to ruin! Are 
you ignorant of the fact, that the Presbyterians, that 
aspiring sect, are exerting themselves to the utmost 
in order to unite church and state? Here, as every 
body knows, is real cause of alarm. Alas! we are 
all going to ruin ! 


B. A union of church and state! A tremendous 
evil surely! And every body knows it! The evidence 
of the fact, then, must be clear and indisputable, and 
you will not think it unkind, if I request you to state 
what that evidence is. 


P. Qh! there isno want of evidence! ’Tis clear 
as the noon-day sun! It is positively asserted, over 
and over again, in a number of our periodicals. 


B. Are we to take for granted, as undoubtedly 
true, whatever is positively asserted in all our period- 
icals? Who does not know that positive assertions, 
are very different from substantial proofs? What is 
there, that political and religious partisans, have not 
positively asserted and shamelessly reiterated against 
their opponents? Show me those public measures of 
any considerable importance, whether of a political 
or religious character, which have not been made the 
repeated subjects of directly contrary assertions, and 
some credit will be due to newspaper authority. That 
these assertions have been made by those who are no 
friends to the Presbyterians, you will probably allow, 
and that the unqualified declarations of enemies fur- 
nish a proper criterion for a candid exercise of the 
j ent, your conscience will not allow you to ad- 
mit. If the Presbyterians be, indeed, what they pro- 
fess to be, the sincere followers of Christ, it is by no 
means a matter of surprise that they should be accu- 
sed of this desi The same accusation was brought 
against their Master. ‘If we let this man alone, the 
Romans will come and take away our name and na- 
tion.” But tell me, Politicus, do the Presbyterians 
themselves profess a design to unite church and state ? 


P. Byno means. They make the strongest pro- 
testations to the contrary. This circumstance, how- 
ever, isso far from being in their favour, that it ren- 
ders their conduct the more justly suspected. Who 
does not know that Catiline, a professed patriot, was 
a traitor to Rome; that ‘Arnold, a professed whig, 
was a traitor to America; and that Judas, a professed 
disciple, was a traitor to his Divine Master? 


a 8B. A profession of patriotism, then, is 2 sufficient 
proof of treason, and a profession of discipleship, suf- 
ficient proof of hypocrisy! The members of this de- 
nomination profess to be patriots, therefore they are 
enemies to their country! Pray, what profession 
must they make in order to avoid suspicion? Must 
they profess to be traitors? Are we not bound by 
every dictate of honour, every consideration of justice, 
every principle of humanity, to allow every individual 
of our common species to be what he redined to be, 
so far as his moral duties are concerned, unless his 
conduct furnish irrefragable evidence that his profes- 
sions are hollow and deceptive? And do we not, 
when we refuse to make this reasonable allowance, 
assume to ourselves a prerogative which belongs to 
the Searcher of hearts alone. 


P.. It is maintained by good authority, that this 
aspiring sect possess permanent funds to the amount 
of several millions of dollars. Money, you know, is 
power, and power is in this free country, a dangerous 
thing in the hands of any set of men. 

/ 8B. I know not what you would consider, in this 
case, as good authority. . The very best authority, in 
relation to the pecuniary circumstances of any com- 
munity, is derived, not from those, who from motives 
of party zeal, are opposed to that community and anx- 
ious ‘to destroy its influence, but from those, who, 
from personal inspection, are intimately acquainted 
with its concerns. Without insisting upon the fact, 
of which I have not the smallest doubt, that your 
authority is based upon the allegations of the former, 
and therefore not entitled to credit ; I feel authorized 
to state, ftom the personal knowledge of the latter, 
that this representation of their pecuniary concerns, 
is totally incorrect. It is an unquestionable fact, that 
there are many individuals, in the United States, who 
possess a greater amount of property than is possessed 
in common, by this whole denomination ; and yet we 
hear no loud complaints, that the state is in danger 
from the vast power of these individuals. Why not? 
‘* Money is power, oe isa dangerous deposite, 
ina free country.” hen this power is placed in the 
hands of an individual, it can be wielded with much 
ter facility and effect, than it can be , when placed 

in the ry ags of a Sen teniee an and constantly 
guarded by a thousand jealous eyes. Why are not 
these individuals accused of some dark mil deadly 
ign against the liberties of their country? Why is 
not every menial institution, in the United States, 


‘| tion ?”’ 


assailed by this patriotic clamour Why are the Pres- 


alone become the objects of suspicion and 
the dreaded foes of our country’s freedom? Simply, 
in my humble opinion, because this much injured de- 
nomination is conscientiously, though with far too 
little energy and devotedness, endeavouring to pro- 
mote the t cause of benevolence; a cause which 
has always met with zealous and interested, not to 
say crue] opponents, from the murder of Abel down to 
the modern persecutions in Switzerland. When only 
a few individuals. even in that denomination, have 
manifested by their pecuniary sacrifices, that they 
have felt in reality the importance of that cause, 
multitudes, eager to promote the sinister designs of 
some political or religious party, have raised and pro- 
lo the deafening cry of church and state, with a 
vigour and resolution worthy of the town clerk. of 
Ephesus ; and multitudes, who have neither oppor- 
tunity nor inclination to examine and judge for them- 
selves, have been excited to a high pitch of heroic 
- daring in favour of those dear-bought liberties suppo- 
sed to be in danger, but which, if menaced at all, are 
menaced only by those who, in utter disregard of 
those principles of candour and justice which are in- 
separably connected with true freedom, now barely 
sounded the false alarm. If however you will conde- 
scend to favour me with any satisfactory evidence of 
this pretended design, I will cheerfully recall the sen- 
timent just expressed, and make every possible atone- 
ment to injured charity. 


P. As to evidence, you are determined to make it 
all come out in your own favour. Still, notwithstand- 
ing all you have said to the contrary, I must and will 
believe, that there is great danger to be feared from 
the powerful and rich societies belonging to that as- 
piring sect, especially the American Bible, Tract, and 
Sabbath School Societies. 

B. Tke societies, you mention, which occasion 
you so much needless alarm, are not under the ditec- 
tion of that denomination ; but are the happy result 
of a united effort on the part of every religious deno- 
mination in this country, of any considerable infiu- 
ence, one only excepted, and are exclusively subject 
to their united control. Should any important evils 
result from their operation, those evils would no 
more be chargeable upon them, than upon others who 
are equally interested with themselves. But what 
evils, let me ask, are likely to result from these no- 
ble institutions? Is the general circulation of the 
Bible and of the solemn and momentous truths which 
it inculcates, adapted to enslave the human mind and 
subvert the foundations of civil liberty? If so, let 
us, at once, introduce the Inquisition. This infernal 
engine of oppression and cruelty, would soon put a 
stop to the circulation of Bibles and Tracts! What! 
are we just upon the eve of adopting the soul-wither- 
ing maxim, that “ignorance is the mother of devo- 
Those who originally settled this country, in 
defiance of peril and suffe ring, were deeply impressed 
with the conviction, that knowlege and virtue alone, 
could give stability to free institutions! Their de- 
scendants, it would seem, have become much wiser, 
and have made the important discovery, that, unless 
the means of knowledge and the restraints of vice 
can be banished from our land, our liberties are in 
danger. Oh! Let those who have no heart to pro- 
mote these godlike institutions, cease to blacken and 
degrade them, and we ask no.more! Let but the 
Bible and its delightful companion, the Tract, be 
found in every dwelling, and the Sabbath-school in 
every village and every neighbourhood, and we may 
still apply to this country what an illustrious poet ap- 
plied to his own, 

“‘Here, peaceful are the vales and pure the skies, 

And freedom fires the soul and sparkles in the eyes ;” 


but let the tongue of calumny, rendered doubly per- 
suasive by the humid accents of pretended patriotism, 
deprive the mass of our free population of these in- 
dispensable means of knowledge and virtue, and we 
can apply to it this language no more. 

P. After all, you are obliged to allow that the 
funds of that denomination are considerable, and you 
can’t deny that there is a possibility of their perver- 
sion to purposes destructive of civil liberty. 


B. If a bare possibility of a perversion of those 
funds to these purposes warrants the conclusion, that 
a- design to pervert them, has already been found, 
there are few denominations, or corporate institu- 
tions in the United States, which may not be charged 
with this design. The Baptists, Lutherans, Episco- 
palians, Methodists, Unitarians, Roman Catholics, 
Universalists, and even Deists, may, upon the same 
principle, be accused of this design; for they all pos- 
sess funds by no means inconsiderable,—all the 

unds indeed which they can possibly raise,—and 

there is a possibility that these funds may be pervert- 
ed to the destruction of our liberties. Alas! what is 
to become of our defenceless state, when there are 
so many voracious harpies ready to prey upon her 
vitals? Quis temperet a lachrymis? Who does not 
shudder? There are many religious denominations 
in this country, besides a vast number of corporate 
institutions, possessing a terrific amount of capital ; 
and capital, as we all know, cannot be accumulated 
for any other object, except to enslave a nation of 
freemen. Why, sir, the unsuspecting millions of this 
unhappy Republic are slumbering in dreadful security, 
over the smothered fires of a thousand volcanoes. 
That catastrophe, sudden, awful, and final, is near, 
and who will survive to record for the admonition of 
future generations, their tremendous fall? Rouse; 
peal the alarm of church and state, until trembling 
mothers shall press their helpless infants to their 
hearts with instinctive fear, and the tottering war- 
riors of "76, forgetting the weakness and decrepitude 
of age, shall experience a renovation of the vigour 
and ardour of youth from the soul-thrilling claims of 
endangered liberty! But to be serious, do you know 
of any well-authenticated instance in which these 
funds have already been perverted to the object above 
mentioned? One such instance is worth a thousand 
possibilities. It is possible that the sleves in the 
southern states may hereafter, by a general and simul- 
taneous insurrection, spread te tion and death 
throughout the dwellings of their masters; but who- 
ever, from this circumstance, should venture to assert 
that the design to do this, is already ripening to ma- 
turity, and that too, without one iota of evidence to 
corroborate his assertion, would be entitled to little 
credit, either for his candour or veracity. It is possi- 
ble that the Canadas may hereafter become an inde- 
pendent government, but does bare possibility war- 
rant the inference, that they have already formed the 
design? Indeed there is no definable limit to mere 
possibilities of this kind; but possibilities, it should 
be remembered, are neither arguments nor facts. We 
call for facts. We ask fora single instance in which 
the funds of that denomination have been thus per- 
verted? The Presbyterians have raised funds to as- 
sist worthy, indigent young men in procuring an edu- 
cation for the gospel ministry ; have such young men 
been educated! They have raised funds for the cir- 
culation of Bibles and Tracts; have Bibles and 
Tracts been circulated? They have raised funds for 
the purpose of evangelizing the heathen; have the 
heathen been blessed with the light of christianity ? 
Have all these funds, professedly collected for the pro- 
motion of certain specified objects, been duly appro- 
priated? Or, have they been employed in corrupting 
and controlling our elections, in procuring intoxication 
at the polls, in bribing jud and legislators, in edu- 
cating military officers, and purchasing implements of 
war? 

P. 1 have never felt much interest in these Bible, 
Tract, Education, and Missionary concerns. If there 
have been any instances of perversion, it is not likely 
they would come to my knowledge. 

B. Your declaration fills me with surprise. You 
virtually acknowledge yourself, in a great measure, 
ignorant of the manner in which thesé concerns have 
been managed ; and yet you can clearly discover, in 





their management, the most alarming evidence of 


which these funds have been perverted; and yet the 
simple consideration, that such instance, if it had 
actually taken place, would be likely to remain un- 
known to you, is ‘confirmation strong as holy writ,” 
not only that these funds have already been perverted, 
but are all to be devoted hereafter, to the formation 
of a union between church and siate. Is this an 
equitable procedure? What is the amount of your 
argument? “I don’t know that these funds have 
been perverted ; therefore they have been perverted. 
If they have been perverted, I should not know it; 
therefore they have been perverted.” This is your 
strong reason for dreading a union between church 
and state! You say oe feel very little interest in 
the benevolent plans which this denomination, in com- 
mon with many others, are endeavouring, with far 
too limited means, to promote ; but if you discover, 
in these plans, as you profess to do, undoubted evi- 
dence of a dark design to subvert our liberties, you 
ought to feel an interest in them of no ordinary kind ; 
nor can you them with indifference, without 
deep criminality, What, feel no interest in that 
which threatens to destroy our national freedem! 
Did our forefathers feel no interest in the stamp act? 
You are called upon, by every dictate of honour, and 
patriotism, and philanthropy, to investigate the cha- 
racter, and management, and tendency, of these in- 
stitutions. This you can easily do. Their transac- 
tions “ have not been done in a corner.” Do justice 
to yourself, to your country, and let me add, to these 
benevolent institutions; and be assured, that when 
you shall have done this, the whole amount of your 
discovery will be, nota wicked design to unite church 
and state, but a philanthropic endeavour to impart 
celestial light to those who are groping in the very 
shadow of death, and to awaken, in many a heart 
which is now overwhelmed with disappointment, per- 
plexed with doubt, or stung with remorse, the tran- 
quillizing emotions of peace, and hope, and joy. 

P. Tacknowledge myself faulty, in not examining 
more into this subject. But it is very strange, that 
there has been so much noise about a union of church 
and state, if there is nothing in it after all. 


B. That much ado should be made about nothing, 
is no new occurrence. The scribes and pharisees 
made a Pe noise aboat the gluttony and intemper- 
ance of Jesus Christ. They loudly accused even 
him of a base design interfere with their political 
concerns. If thou let this man go, thou art not 
Cesar’s friend. The snallest acquaintance with the 
human character is suficient to produce the convic- 
tion, that noise, and ‘lamour, and loud complaints, 
are found, not on the sde of innocence and integrity, 
but on that of injustize, and cruelty, and ambition. 
Who made the most ado, the innocent, suffering Im- 
manuel, or those who rent the air with the acclama- 
tion, “Crucify him! Crucify him?’ This circum- 
stance furnishes a strong presumption, that the accu- 
sation in question, is purely the offspring either of 
party zeal, or party malignity. Indeed the utter im- 
possibility involved in the accomplishment of such 
a if formed, ougit for ever to have precluded 
the least suspicion on the subject, nor is it at all pro- 
bable, that those who are inclined to peal the loudest 
notes of alarm, really indulge the suspicions and 
fears which they profess. Too much time, however, 
has already been consumed, in refuting an accusation 
which presents no evidence in its favour. Allow me 
before we part, to thaak you for the candour and pa- 
tience with which youhave listened to the imperfect 
defence of a cause which needs no one to defend it. 
Permit me also to notce, in terms of respect, a cir- 
cumstance which may have escaped your notice. In 
the course of our conrersation, you appear to have 
manifested no anxiety, \est the plighted honour of our 
country’should be stained by an act of galling oppres- 
sion ;—no anxiety lestthe union of church and state, 
which has already beea legalized by congress, should 
be perpetuated ;—no anxiety lest the fiery storm of 
liquid poison, which is now rolling through our land, 
should continue its ravages ;—and no anxiety lest the 
want of moral and religious knowledge, already great, 
and constantly increasing, should pave the way for 
the universal reign of igiorance and crime. You 
have betrayed no anxitty lest these prolific sources of 
national calamity should overwhelm our free institu- 
tions. Why not? These are real evils. They are 
not mere phantoms conjured up by the convulsive 
workings of a jealous aad vindictive spirit. Do not 
be terrified by a mere figment, by ‘the baseless 
fabric of a vision,’”’ by a shameless falsehood ; but re- 
serve your patriotic fears for dangers that are visible 
and tangible, and faithfully endeavour to avert them. 


TEMPERANCE. 








SCORCHING TIMES. 


During the sessions of the Cincinnati Presbytery, at 
Pleasant Ridge, the fitst week in April, a sermon 
was delivered on the origin, progress, evils, and cure 
of intemperance, from Isaizh xxviii. 1, “* Woe to the 
drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a 
fading flower, which areon the heads of the fat val- 
leys of them that are ovefcome with wine.” 

This sermon and an aildress delivered the next day 
by one of the ruling-npmbers, fell like fire and brim- 
stone upon a number oj topers who till then had re- 
mained unscorched, exept with internal fires, kin- 
dled in their breasts byardent spirits. To a propo- 
sition for the formation a temperance society, these 





victims of folly made a Most decided resistance. One 
said, ‘I am no lawyer nor doctor, nor preacher: I 
am a farmer, and if thigbusiness goes on, what is to 
become of my rye, and fuit, and potatoes? By turn- 
ing these into whiskey, J make money ; and if this 
be prevented, I shall have no money to pay m 
preacher, nor my docta, nor my'lawyer, and I will 
never sign such a paperwhile my head’s hot!!” <A 
respectable Elder rose and said, “I will sign the pa- 
per, for my wife and I thismorning have cast out all 
our whiskey, apple-braidy, and cherry-bounce, 
(amounting to between 3) and 40 gallons,) and we 
intend to have no more as Jong as we live,”’ or words 
to that effect. ia 

Another, whose cenfal.fires were already pro- 
ducing volcanoes in his yi » said he had heard but 
one side of the question should be glad if some 
one would preach from Deut. xiv. 26, “‘ And thou shalt 
bestow that money—foj wine or for strong drink, or 
for whatever thy soul Jesireth.” Others were col- 
lecting their families t) prevent them from putting 
their names to the constitution of a temperance so- 
ciety! Alas! alas! and there were professors of the 
religion of Christ, which announces that a drunkard 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God! « Oh that they 
were wise—that they understood this.” But in the 
face of this opposition, and in the midst of the confu- 
sion occasioned by it, a very respectable society of 
males and females was formed. The line of separa- 
tion between the friends and enemies oftrue reforma- 
tion is becoming moreand more visible. The Lord is 
purifying the sons of Levi; and the time is at hand 


ago shall be fulfilled. “For,” Jehovah said by Ma- 
lachi, “from the rising of the sun even to the going 
down of the same, my name shall be great among the 
Gentiles ; and in every place incense shall be offered 
to my name and a pure offering.” —Ch. Watchman. 


TROUBLE ! 


Mr. Editor—There is one thing that disturbs me 
very much, as it comes so near home. It is the sub- 
ject of temperance. You know there has been a vast 
number of Societies gotten up, and denominated 
Temperance Societies ! Who ever saw, from Genesis 
to Revelation, any thingabout Temperance Societies? 
And, what surprises me more, you, ina late number 
of your paper, advocated them! I supposed you were 
; more tenacious of your civil rights, than to advocate 
;a@ cause, which evidently-tends to destroy them.— 
| 'There are not a few around me of the same opinion. 





ou know of no instance in 


when the promise made more than two thousand years | 


drunkenness It is very seldom that we take too 
much ; and when we do go a little beyond the bounds, 
we take care the next ‘time. It is said, that several 
of our ministers “drink rather free ;”’ but I have seen 
very few. I don’t go from home often, and am not 
able to say. With regard tomyself, I have not drank, 
to feel it much, for years; nor have I been, to say 
drunk, more than twice. I have used ‘a little” so 
long, that to abandon its use is entirely out of the 
question. And it is sucha blessing too! Some of my 
neighbours frequently complain of the effect of heat, 
or cold, or cholic, or some inconvenience, which is 
always remedied by “taking a little ;” and I feel very 
much out of fix in the morning until I have taken two 
or three drams.—Religious Herald. 


INTEMPERANCE. 


“ But at the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth 
like an adder.” —Proverss. 


O take the maddening bow] away ! 
Remove the poisonous cup! 

My soul is sick—gs burning ray 
Hath drunk my spirit up: 

Take—take it from my loathing lip, 
Ere madness fires my brain; 

Take—take it hence ! nor let me sip 
Its liquid death again. 


O dash it on the thirsty earth, 
For I will drink no more: 

It cannot cheer the heart with mirth, 
That grief hath wounded sore; 

For serpents wreathe its sparkling brim, 

. And adders lurk below! 

It hath no soothing charm for him 

Who sinks oppressed with woe. 


Say not “Behold its ruddy hue— 
O press it to thy lips !”” 

For ’tis more deadly than the dew 
That from the Upas drips: 

It is more poisonous than the stream 
Which deadly nightshade laves : 

Its joys are transient as the beam 
That lights its ruddy waves. 


Say not, “It hath a powerful spell 
To soothe the soul of care ;” 

Say not, “It calms the bosom’s swell, 
And drives away despair !” 

Art thou its votary 7—ask thy soul— 
Thy soul in misery deep— 

Yea, ask thy conscience if the bowl 
Can give eternal sleep! 


Then, hence, away! thou deadly foe 
Of happiness the whole; 
Away—away !—I feel thy blow, 
Thou palsy of the soul! 
Henceforth I ask no more of thee, 
Thou bane of Adam’s race! 
But to a Heavenly fountain flee, 
And drink the dews of grace. 
Boston Barp. 


THE DRUNKARD’S TREE. 


The 
Sin of 
DRUNKENNESS, 
Expels Reason, drowns 
Memory, distempers the Body, 
Defaces Beauty, diminishes Strength, 
Corrupts the Blood, inflames the Liver, 
Weakens the Brain, turns Men into walking 
Hospitals, causes internal, external, and incurable 
Wounds; is a Witch to the Senses, a Devil 
To the Sotl, a Thief to the Purse, the 
Beggar’s Companion, a Wife’s woe, 
And Children’s sorrow ; makes 
Man become a Beast and 
A self murderer, who 
Drinks to others’ 
good health and 
robs himself of 
his own! nor 
is this all; 
It exposes to the 
ivine 
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Such are 
Some of 
the evils spring- 
ing from the root 
OF DRUNKENNESS. 





For the Evangelist. 
A MATTER OF FACT. 


There isavillage in this state, containing 4000 inha- 
bitants,'where four distilleries are in operation. One 
of them is owned by a merchant, who lately employed 
a respectable attorney to call on his creditors and so- 
licit an extension of credit, owing to losses in trade. 
One creditor, seeing in the inventory of the debtor’s 
estate, that a distillery was included, objected to giv- 
ing an extension ; and after much discussion, signed 
the agreement on the express condition that the dis- 
tillery should be disposed of in sixty days. He said 
he was willing that his proporton of the loss, by sa- 
crificing the property, should be deducted from his 
claim. A conversation took place on the subject of 
temperance, when it appeared that this gentleman was 
President of a Temperance Society lately formed in 
the village. As he appeared to be a respectable and 
intelligent man, and favourably disposed to reforma- 
tion, the creditor was desirous of knowing if he was 
not also a religious man, and asked him if he belonged 
to the church in the village. He replied, “‘ No, and I 
do not intend to at present.” ‘But why?’ “ Be- 
cause the deacon of the church owns and carries on 
one of the distilleries in our village,” was the reply. 
A poor excuse, but a natural one. Think of this 
fact, ye professors of religion who distil, sell, or use 
spirituous liquors ; ye are stumbling blocks ; the blood 
of souls will be found in yourskirts. Woe unto you! 
‘‘ for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men ; 
for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them 
that are entering to go in.” 


- EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 














HOLY LIVING ; 
Or, the Christian Experience of President Edwards. 
WRITTEN BY HIMS=:LF. 


“Since I came to Northampton, I have often had 
sweet complacency in God, in views of his glorious 
perfections, and of the excellency of Jesus Christ. 
God has appeared to me a glorious and lovely Being, 
chiefly on account of his holiness. The holiness of 
God has always appeared to me the most lovely of all 
his attributes. 

«J have loved the doctrines of the gospel; they 
have been to my soul like green pastures. The gos- 

1 has seemed to me the richest treasure that I 
desired, and I longed that it might dwell richly in 





me. The way of salvation by Christ, has appeared, 
in a general way, glorious and excellent, most plea- 


sant and most beautiful. It has often seemed to me 
that it would, in a great measure, spoil heaven, to 1. 
ceive it any other way. That text has often been 
affecting and delightful to me, Isa. xxxii. 2, A- man 
shall be an hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest, &c. 

“It has often appeared to me delightful, to be uni- 
ted to Christ ; to have him for my head, and to bea 
member of his body; also to have Christ for my 
teacher and prophet. I very often think with sweet. 
ness, and longings, and panti of soul, of being’ 
a little child, taking hold of Christ, to be led by him 
through the wilderness of this world. That text, 
Matt. xviii. 3, has often been sweet to me, Except ye 
be converted and become as little children, &c. I 
love to think of coming to Christ, to receive ye Sta 
of him, poor in spirit, and quite empty of self, hum- 
bly exalting him alone ; cut off entirely from my own 
root, in order to grow into, and out of Christ, to have 
God in Christ to be all in all; and to live by faith on 
the son of God, a life of humble, unfeigned confidence 
inhim. That Scripture has often beén sweet to me, 
Psal. exv. 1, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy 
truth’s sake. 

“Sometimes, only mentioning a single word, 
caused my heart to burn within me; or only seeing 
the name of Christ, or the name of some attribute’ 
of God. And God has appeared glorious to me, on 
account of the Trinity. It has made me have exalt- 
ing thoughts of God, that he subsists in three persons ; 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The sweetest j 
and delights I have experienced, have not been those 
that have arisen from a hope of my own good estate ; 
but in a direct view of the glorious things of the gos- 
pel. When I enjoy this sweetness, it seems to carry 
me above the thoughts of my own estate; it seems, at 
such times, a loss that I cannot bear, to take off my 
eye from the glorious, pleasant object I behold without 
me, to turn my eye in upon myself, and my own good 
estate. 

“ My heart has been much on the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom in the world. The histories of the 
past advancement of Christ’s kingdom have been sweet 
tome. When I have read histories of past ages, the 
pleasantest thing, in all my reading, has been, to read 
of the kingdom of Christ being promoted. And when 
I have expected, in my reading, to come to such 
thing» I have rejoiced in the prospect, all the way as I 
read. 

_ “Once, as I rode out into the woods for my health, 
in 1737, having alighted from my horse in a retired 
place, as my Manner commonly has been, to walk for 
divine contemplation and prayer, I had a view, that 
for me was extraordinary, of the glory of the Son of 
God, as Mediator between God and man, and his won- 
derful, great, full, pure and sweet grace and love, and 
meek and gentle condescension. This grace that ap- 
peared so calm and sweet, appeared also great above 
the heavens. The person of Christ appeared ineffa- 
bly excellent, with an excellency great enough to 
swallow up all thought and conception—which conti- 
nued, as near as I can judge, about an hour; which 
kept me the greater part of the time, in a flood of 
tears, and weeping aloud. I felt an ardency of soul 
to be, what I know not otherwise how to expresg 
emptied and annihilated ; to lie in the dust, and t 

full of Christ alone ; tolove him witha holy and p 
love ; to trust in him; to live upon him; to serve and 
follow him; and to be perfectly sanctified and made 
pure, with a divine and heavenly purity. I have seve- 
ral other times, had views very much of the same na- 
ture, and which have had the same effects. 

‘‘ Often, since I lived in this town, I have had very 
affecting views of my own sinfulness and vileness ; 
very frequently to such a degree, as to hold me ina 
kind of loud weeping, sometimes for a considerable 
time together; so that I have often been forced to 
shut myself up. Ihave had a vastly greater sense of 
my own wickedness, and the badness of my heart, 
than ever I had before my conversion. It has often 


$appeared to me, that if God should mark iniquity 


against me, I should appear the very worst of all man- 
kind ; of all that have been, since the beginning of the 

world, to this time: and that I should have by far the 
lowest place in hell. When others, that have come to 
talk with me about their soul-concerns, have expressed 
the sense they have had of their own wickedness, by 
saying, that it seemed to them, that they were as bad 
as the devil himself; I thought their expressions seem- 

ed exceeding faint and feeble, to represent my wicked 
ness. 

“My wickedness, as I am in myself, has long ap- 
peared to me be te ineffable, and swallowing up 
all thought and imagination ; like an infinite deluge, 

or mountains over my head. I know not how to ex- 
press better what my sins appear to me to be, than 
by heaping infinite upon infinite, and multiplying infi- 
nite by infinite. Very often, for these many yeats, 
these expressions are in my mind, and in my mouth, 

“Infinite upon infinite—Infinite upon infinite!”— 
When I look into my heart, and take a view. of my 
wickedness, it looks like an abyss, infinitely deeper 
than hell. And it appears to me, that were it not for 

free grace, exalted and raised up to the infinite height 

of all the fulness and glory of the great Jehovah, and 
the arm ef his power and grace stretched forth in all 

the majesty of his power, and in all the glory of his 
sovereignty, I should appear sunk down in my sins 
below hell itself; far beyond the sight of every thing, 
but the eye of sovereign grace, that can pierce even 
down to such a depth. And yet, it-seems to me that 
my conviction of sin is exceedingly small, and faint ; 
it is enough to amaze me, that I have no more sense 
of my sin. I know certainly, that I have very little 
sense of my sinfulness. hen I have had turns of 
weeping and crying for my sins, I thought I knew at 
the time, that my repentance was nothing to my sin. 

“I have greatly longed of late, for a broken heart, 
and to lie low before God ; and, when I ask for humi- 
lity, I cannot bear the thoughts of being no more hum- 
ble than other vhristians. It seems to me, that though 
their degrees of humility may be suitable forthem, yet“ 
it would be a vile self-exaltation in me, not to be the 
lowest in humility of all mankind. Others s of 
their longing to be “ humbled to the dust ;” that may 
be a proper expression for them, but I always think of 
myself, that I ought, and it is an expression that has 
long been natural for me to use in prayer, “ to lie infi- 
nitely low before God.” And it is affecting to think, 
how ignorant I was, when a young christian, of the 
bottomless, infinite depths of wickedness, pride, hy- 
pocrisy and deceit, left in my heart. 

«Though it seems to me, that in some respects, I 
was a far better christian, for two or three years after 
my first conversion, than I am now; and lived in a 
more constant delight and pleasure ; yet of late years, 
I have had a more full and constant sense of the 
absolute sovereignty of God, and a delight in that 
sovereignty ; and have had more of a sense of the 

lory of Christ, as a Mediator revealed in the gospel 

n one Saturday night, in particular, I had such a dis- 
covery of the excellency of the gospel above all other 
doctrines, that I could not but say to myself, “This is 
my chosen light, my chosen doctrine: and of Christ, 
“This is my chosen Prophet.” It appeared sweet, 
beyond all expression, to follow Christ, and to be 
taught, and cokers, - instructed by him; 
to learn of him, and live to him. 

Another Saturday night, (Jan. 1739) I had such 
a sense, how sweet and blessed a tang. it was ie 
walk in the way of duty; to do that which was “— 
and meet, to be done, and agreeable to the holy 
mind of God; that it caused me to break forth into a 
kind of loud weeping, which held me some time, so 
that I was forced to shut myself up, and fasten the 
doors. I could not but, as it were, cry out, “ How 
happy are they, who. do that which is right in the 
sight of God? They are blessed indeed, they are the 
happy ones!” I had, at the same time, a very affect- 
ing sense, how meet and suitable it was that God 
should govern the world, and order all things accord. 
ing to his own pleasure ; and I rejoiced in it, that God 





reigned, and that his will was done.” 





